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Te- ls of this K firſt ache, any nag 

ſeem to announce any thing connected with 
religion or the law of God; but on examination, 
it will be found, that the intereſts of everything 
ſerious are united with the important ſubject, 
herein diſcuſſed, which. is no leſs than a ſcriptural 
and rational. inveſtigation. of the origin, nature, 
laws, uſes, end and duration of Conjugal Love, 
and of its oppoſite, which is Scortatory Love, By 
this inveſtigation, which is equally clear, orderly, 


and convincing, it appears that true Conmugal | 


Love has its ground in the marriage union of 
love and wiſdom, or of goodneſs and truth, con- 
ſequently in the love of the Lord and the church, 
acquiring a degree of power, bleſſedneſa, purity, 

and permanency in man, proportioned to his ad- 
vancement in ſuch marriage union. On the 

other hand, it is as clearly proved, that Scortatory 

Love originates in the disjund ion of love and 
wiſdom, or of goodneſs and truth, copſequently 
of the Lord and his church, and according to the 
meaſure of ſuch disjunction, acquires its miſ- 


chierous and condemning power and aſcendancy 
1 over 


over the human heart. Hence it is made mani⸗ 
feſt, that the ſtate of true Conjugal Love amongſt 
men has always Kept face with the ſtate of re- 
ligious love and wiſdom, being ſpiritual with the 
ſpiritual, natural with, the natural, and carnal with 
the adultetbus. In the following work the author 
Nkewiſe pröves, in tlie mot fariffattory and clear 
manner, tliat true Comugal Love can only ſubſiſt 
between one huſband and one wiſe, und "thus 
cautions the mind apainſt rhat dangerous and 
Antichriſtian Doctrine of à plurality of wives, 
which has lately been propaguted, and cnfitned 
from certain paſſages of the Old Teſtament ſalſely 
underſtood. It further appears from the author's 
teſtimony in this moſt edifying and extracrdinary 
Work, chat Conjugal Love remains after 'death-; 
and hence is ſuggeſted to every conſiderate mind, 
a moſt powerful argument to a good and feligious 
me, inaſmuch as the bleſſedneſs of that love to 
eternity will depend altogether upon the degree of 
purification and regeneration attaĩned to by the 
ſincere love of God, the right underſtantting bFHis 
laws, and a conformable” practice in the Ife and 
Tonverſation. The Tubje& therefore of the 
following work, well "conſidered, is wotthy bf 
all attention, and is earneſtly recommended to | 
che notice of the render. : 
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| the —— —— 
e welk, n 'conveive that they ere fitions of Tiagi- 
nation; but T proteſt in truth, chat they are not filtions, 
but were really done and ſeen ; not ſeen in ay Hate ofthe 
— but in a — SoHo 
roms! to teach the things'felating to his New Church, 
which is meant by the New - Jeruſalem i in the Apocalypſe; 
for which purpoſe, he hath,apened..the; intariors of: my 


mind or ſpirit, by virtue of which. pri lege, ie was granted 
me to have eomtneree with angels in the ſpiritual world, 


and at the ſame time with men in the natural world, and 


mat now for twenty-five years. 
2. On 
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2. * On a time there appeared to me an angel flying 
2 the eaſtern heaven, with a trumpet in his hand, 


which he held to his mouth, and ſounded towards the 


north, towards the weſt, and towards the ſouth; he was 
clothed in a looſe flowing robe, which wived'bebind bins 


2 C The reader is earneſtly requeſted for his own ſake to peruſe this me- 
wiorable relativh with. attention and beit. Its contents are truly in- 
texeſting to every one that is a candidate for eternal Lleſſedneſs z as they tend 
to ew, in the cleareft and moſt convincing manner, whereia the eſſence of 
that bl-Mcdneſs confifteth, and what muſt be the neceſſary preparation in 
order to partake thereof. The notion of an immediate mercy on God's part, 
ns being, alone ſufficient to qualify the ſoul for heavenly bliſs, without any 
previews preparation in iodide Gals 
the foul, bath long deluded, and, it is to be feared, deſtroyed many Chriſ- 
tigns. In oppoſition to ſuch a Falſe and fatal notion, our author hers 
ſheweth by many examples, as well as much deep and found reaſoning, that 
the bliſ of heaven, with ſuch ſubjects as are unprepared to receive it, ig ſo 
far from being any bliſs to them, that it cauſeth in them the moſt dreadfol 


| don: of pain and agony, by reaſon of the oppoſirion there hᷣ between 


thei: intern:l; and the efſence of that bliſ, ' The latter part of the relation 


| may poſſibly ſuggeſt to many readers the idea of a Mahometan Paradiſe ; but 


let ſuch conſider well what is all along infifted on throughout the whole 
lation, concerning the external joys of heaven, that they ate only acceſ- 
Gary bp fuch as are internal, and are no joys at all when feparated from their 
internal eſſences, Theſe internal eſſences are love and charity, Love to- 
"wards the Lord, and charity towards our neighbour, operating in all good | 
undd vfeful works, and diſpoſing the ſou}, from ſpiricual not ſelfiſh ends, to a 
"Faithful diſcharge of all ſocial and relative duties. There is therefore uo 
; Euſion or danger to be apprebended frem che idea of a Mahometan para- 
KL. whilſt the qualification to enter into the enjoymeants of that paradiſe is 
made to conſiſt in pure love towards God and Man; and the reader muſt be 
wilfully deluded not to ſee from the relation here given, that the only way- 
"45" the kingdom of heaven Heth fill through repentance and regeneration, 
[ inaſmuch as there is no ather way whereby the fallen human ſoul can be 
 @livercd from worldly and ſelfiſh. Love, „ 
ed and of lt acighbour, 
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as. 2 was birded about the waiſt with x 

cloſe garment, that ſhone like fire, and glittered with! 
buncles and ſapphires ; be flew with his head d 

wards, and lighted peat . ts pid e 

; as ſoon as he touched the ground with his 

he ſtood ere, and walked, and ſeeing ine at that inſtant, 


he directed his ſteps towards me; I was in the ſpirit, ag 


was ſtanding in that Gate on. a. little eminence in 


ſouthern quarter of the ſpiritual world ; and when I was” 


come near enough to ſpeak to him, I aſked him his era. 
telling him that T had heard the ſound of his trumpet, and 
had obſerved his deſcent through the air. He replied, my 
commiſſion is to call together ſuch of the inhabitahts of 
this part'of the ſpiritual world, as have come hither from 
the! various kingdoths of Chriſtendbm, and have been moſt 


diſtinguiſhed fbr their learning, their ingenuity, and the 


fame of their wiſdom, to aſſemble themſelves an this I 


eminence where thou now Kandel, and elite d x 


thoughts of their hearts, ; as to what they conceived, un- 
derſtood, and by inward perception felt, whilſt they were 


in the natural world, concerning HEAVENLY JQY AND. 
ETERNAL HAPPINESS, This is the purport of my com. | 


miſſion, and the cauſe of it is, becauſe ſeveral who have 


lately come from the natural world, and have been ade. ; 


mitted into our heavenly, Society, which is in the all, 
have informed us, that not a ſingle perſon throughout the 
whole Chriſtian world is acquainted with the nature of 
heavenly j joy and eternal happineſs, conſequently, that not 
a fingle perſon i is acquainted with the nature of heaven. 
This information great] y ſurpriſed a my brethren and com- 


panions, and they fad to me, Go thou' down, call - 


J 
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gether and aſſemble thoſe that are moſt eminent far wiſe. 
dom in the world of ſpirits, (where. all men are firlt cc. 
ledted after their departure out of the natural world) to the 
intent that we may know of a certainty, from the con. 
feflion of many, whether it be true that ſuch darkneſs, r 
dark ignorance, concerning a future life, hath overſpread 
the people called Chriſtians ; The angel then ſaid to 

Wait awhile, and thou wilt ſee ſeveral companies of hor 
ones flockipg together unto this place, and the Lord will 
prepare for them an houſe of aſſembly. I waited, and lo! 
in the ſpace of half an hour I aw two companies from 
the north, two from the eſt, and two from the ſpurh, 


and as they came near they were introduced by the a 


who, blew the trumpet into the houſe of aſſembly prepared | 
for them, according to the quarter from whence they 

came. There were ſix troops ar companies, and a ſeventh 
from the eaſt, which by reaſon of its ſuperior light, was 
not viſible to the reſt. When they were all aſſembled, the 
angel opened to them the reaſon of their aſſembly, deſiring 


that each company in order would declare their ſentiments 


concerning HEAVENLY JoY AND ETERNAL HAPPI- 


NESS: Then each company gathered themſelves together 
in a ring, with their 1 turned towards each other, 


that they might recal and examine the ſubject, according 
to the ideas which they bad entertained about it in the 
natural world, and after examination and deliberation, 

might declare their ſentiments. | 
3+ After ſome deliberation the Ix s COMPANY, which 
was from the north, declared their opinion, that heavenly 
joy and eternal happineſs are one with the very life of hea- 
"hs inſomuch that whoever entereth into heaven enter 
| eth, 


* RESPECTING CONJUGAL Love. - 9 
eth, in regard to life, into all its delights, juſt as a perſon 
admitted to a marriage entereth into all the entertainments 
of a marriage. Is not heaven, they argued, before our 
eyes in a particular diſtinct place above us? And are 
there not, in that place, ſuch abundant pleaſures and ſa- 
tisfactions as no other place can afford? When a man, 
thereſore, is admitted into heaven, he is admitted into the 
full enjoyment of all theſe pleaſures and ſatisfactions, both 
as to mental perception and bodily ſenſation; of courſe, 
heavenly happineſs, which is alſo eternal happineſs, con- 
ſiſteth ſolely in being introduced and admitted into hea- 
ven, which introduction and admiſſion depend purely on 
the divine mercy and favour.——They ended, and the 
OTHER COMPANY from the north, according to the meas 
ſure. of wiſdom with which they were endowed, next de- 
clared their ſentiments in the following words, Heavenly 
joy, and eternal happineſs, conſiſt ſolely in the enjoyment 
of the company of angels, and in holding moſt ſweet dif 
courſe and converſation with. them, in conſequence 
whereof the countenance is kept continually expanded 
with joy, and the ſmiles of mirth and pleaſure, arifing 
from witty and entertaining diſcourſe, are for ever ſpread 
over the faces of the company: what elſe can conſtitute 
heavenly joys, but the variations of ſuch pleaſure to all 
_ eternity ?—The THIRD/COMPANY, which was the firſt of 
the wiſe ones from the weſtern quarter, next declared their 
ſentiments according to the ideas which flowed from their 
affections. What elſe, ſaid they, doth heavenly. joy, and 
eternal happineſs conſiſt in, but to ſit down and feaſt with 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, at whoſe tables there will be 
an abundance of rich and delicate food, with the fineſt. and 

i moſt 


10 Tux. DEIichrs or WIs pom 

moſt generous wines, which will be ſucceeded by ſports 
and dances of virgins and young men to the tunes of 
various inſtruments of muſic, enlivened with the moſt 
melodious ſinging of ſweet ſongs; the evening to con- 
clude with public exhibitions, wherein different characters 
will be repreſented, and this again to be followed by feaſt- 
ing, and ſo on to all eternity?—When they had ended, 
the FOURTH COMPANY, which was the ſecond from the 
weſtern quarter, declared their ſentiments to the following 
purpoſe : We have entertained, faid they, many ideas con- 
cerning heavenly joy and eternal happineſs, and we have 
examined a variety of joys, and compared them one with 
another, and have at length come to this concluſion, that 
heavenly joys are paradiſiacal joys; for what is heaven 
but a paradiſe extended from eaſt to weſt, and from ſouth 
to north, wherein are trees laden with fruits, and all kinds 
of beautiful flowers, and in the midſt whereof is the mag- 
nificent tree of life, round which the blefſed take their 
ſeats, and feed on fruits moſt delicious to the taſte, being 
adorned with garlands of flowers of the ſweeteſt perfume? 
In this paradiſe there will be a perpetual ſpring, by means 
whereof the fruits and flowers will be renewed every day 
with infinite variety, and, by their continual growth and 
freſlineſs, added to the vernal temperature of the atmoſ- 
phere, the ſouls of the bleſſed will be daily fitted to re- 
ceive and taſte of new joys, till they ſhall finally be reſto- 
red to their primitive ſtate, in which Adam and his wife 
were created, and thus recover their paradiſe, which ſince 
their time, hath been tranſplanted from earth to heaven.— 
The FiFTH COMPANY, Which was the firſt of the inge- 
nious ſpirits from the ſouthern quarter; nent delivered 
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their opinion. Heavenly joys, and eternal happineſs, ſaid 
they, conſiſt ſolely in exalted power and dignity, and 
abundance of treaſures, joined with more than princely 
magnificence and ſplendor ; that the joys of heaven, and 
their continual fruition, conſiſt in theſe things, is plain to 
us from the examples of ſuch perſons who enjoyed them 
in the former world; and alſo from this circumſtance, 
that the bleſſed in heaven are to reign with the Lord, and 
to become kings and princes, inaſmuch as they are the 
ſons of Him, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
and that they are to fit on thrones, and be miniſtered unto 
by angels: moreover, the magnificence of heaven is 
plainly made known to us by the deſcription given of the 
New- Jeruſalem, wherein is repreſented the glory of hea- 
ven, that it is to have gates, each of which ſhall conſiſt 
of a ſingle pearl, and ſtreets of pure gold, and a wall 
with foundations of precious ſtones ; conſequently, every 
one who is received into heaven ſhall have a place of his 
own to live in, glittering with diamonds and gold, and 
ſhall enjoy dignity and dominion, each according to his 
quality and ſtation: and whereas we find, by experience, 
that the joys ariſing from ſuch things are natural, and, as 
it were, innate in us, and ſince the promiſes of God can- 
not fail; therefore, we conclude, that the moſt happy 
ſtate of heavenly life can be derived from no other ſource 
than this.—After this, the SIXTH COMPANY, which was 
the ſecond from the ſouthern quarter, with a loud voice, 
ſpake as follows: The joy of heaven, and its eternal 
happineſs, conſiſts ſolely in the perpetual glorification of 
| God, in a never-ceaſing feſtival of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving, and in the bleſſedneſs of divine worſhip heigh- 

: B 2 tened 
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tened with ſinging and melody, whereby the heatt is kept 


perſuaſion that he accepteth its prayers and praſſes, on 


account of the divine magnificence and bleſſedneſs deri- 


ved to him from ſuch things. Some of the company ad- 
ded further, that this glorification would be attended with 


magnificent illuminations, and with moſt fragrant incenſe, 
and with proceſſions of great pomp, . preceded by a high 


prieſt with a great trumpet, who would be followed by 


primates and officers of various orders, with men carry- 
ing palms, and women with golden images in their hands. 


4. The SzyzN TH Company, which was inviſible to 


| thereſt by reaſon of its ſuperior light, came from the eaſt 8 
of heaven, and conſiſted of angels of the ſame ſociety 


with the angel who ſounded the trumpet: they, when they 
heard in heaven that not a ſingle perſon throughout the 


Chriſtian world was acquainted with the true nature f 


heavenly joy and eternal happineſs, ſaid one to another, 


Surely this cannot be true; it is impoſſible that ſuch 
darkneſs and blindneſs of mind ſhould prevail amongſt 
Chriſtians ; let us go down, and hear whether it be true, 


for if ir be ſo it is indeed a prodigy. Then thoſe angels 


faid to the angel who ſounded the trumpet, Thou know= | 
eſt that every one who hath longed for heaven, and hath 


formed conceptions in his mind about its happineſs, is in- 
troduced after death into that particular happineſs which 
he had framed in his imagination; and when he expert 
enceth what ſuch happineſs is, that it is only according to 
the vain imaginary deluſions of his own fancy, he is then 
led out of error, and inſtructed in the truth 5 this is the 


| Caſe with ſeveral in the world of ſpirits, who, in the for- 


mer 


— 


in a conſtant ſtate of elevation towards God, under a full | 


* 
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mer life, have meditated about heaven, and; from theic 
notions of its happineſs, have conceived a deſire to be ad- 
mitted therein. On hearing theſe words, the angel wh 
bad the trumpet ſaid to the fix companies that were afſem- 

bled, Follow me, and I will introduce you nt" pour ref: 
pective joys, and thereby into heaven. , 
5. When the angel had thus ſpoken, he want earls 
fore them, and he was firſt attended by the company who - 
were of opinion, that the joys of heaven conſiſted in 
pleaſant aſſociations, and entertaining diſcourſe z theſe 
the angel introduced to an aſſembly of ſpirits in the nor- 
thern quarter, who during their abode in the former 
world, had entertained the ſame ideas of the joys of hea- 
ven. There was in the place a large and ſpacious houſe, 
wherein all theſe ſpirits were gathered together; in the 
houſe were more than fifty different apartments allotted to 
different kinds and ſubjects of converſation ; in ſome of 
theſe apartments they converſed about ſuch matters as they 
had heard or obſerved, in the public places of reſort, and 
in the ſtreets of the city; in others the difcourſe turned 
upon the various beauties and lovelineſs of the fair ſex, 
with a mixture of much wit and humour, whereby the 
countenances of all preſent were expanded with a ſmile 
of mirth and pleaſantry; in other apartments they diſ- 
courſed on news relating to the court, to public miniſters, 
to ſtate policy, and to various matters which had tran- 
ſpired from privy-councils, interſperſing therewith many 
conjectures and reaſonings of their own concerning the 
iſſues of ſuch councils ; in other apartments again they 
converſed about trade and merchandiſe ; in others, about 
ſubjects of literature; in others, about points of civil | 
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prudence, and the ceconomy of human life ; in others, 
about affairs relating to che church, its ſects, different 
eſtabliſu ments, &c. By permiſſion it was granted to me 
to enter jato, and look about the boufe, and I ſaw people 
running in haſte from one apartment to another, feeking 
out ſuch company as was moſt ſuited to their own tem- 
pers and inclinations ; and in the different parties I could 
diſtinguiſh three different kinds of perſons, ſome panting 
as it were 40 converſe, ſome eager to aſk queſtions, and 
ſome greedy to devour what was faid. The houſe had 
four doors, on every fide one, and I obſerved ſeveral lea- 
ving their reſpective companies with a great deſire to get 
out of the houſe; I followed ſome of them to the eaſt 
door, where I ſaw ſeveral fitting with great marks of de- 
jection in their faces, and, on my enquiring inro the cauſe 
of their trouble, they replied, The doors of this houſe are 
kept ſhut againſt all perſons who would go out, and this is 
the third day ſince we entered in, to be entertained accor- 
ding to our deſire, with company and converſation, and 
now we are grown ſo weary with continual diſcourſing, 
that we can ſcarce bear to hear the ſound of a human 
voice; wherefore, through mere irkſomeneſs, we have 
betaken ourſelves hither to the door in hopes of getting 
out, but, on our knocking to have it opened we were 
told, that the doors of this houſe are never opened to let 
any out, but only to let them in; and that we muſt ſtay 
here and enjoy the delights of heaven; from which infor- 
mation we collect, that we muſt continue here to all eter- 
nity ; and this is the cauſe of our ſorrow and dejection of 
ſpirits, The angel then addreſſed them in the following 
words: Theſe things, in which you imagined the true 
| Joys, 


RESPECTING ConJuoat Love. 13 
Joys of heaven to conſiſt, prove you find, the deſtructti on of 
happineſs, inaſmuch as they do not of themſelves conſtitute 
true celeſtial joys, but are only, as it were, acceflary 
thereto. In what then, faid they to the angel, do true celeſtial 
joys conſiſt? The angel replicd briefly, In the delight of 
doing ſomething uſeful and profitable to ourſelves and others, 
which delightderiveth its effence from love, and its exiſtence 
from wiſdom ; it is this delight of being uſeſully employed 
originating in love, and operative by wiſdom, which co 
ſtituteth the very life and foul of heavenly joys. In tha 


heavens there are frequent occaſions of friendly intercouaſe 


exhilarated, their minds entertained, their boſoms ſooth- 
ed, and their bodies refreſhed ; but ſuch occaſions do not 
occur till they have fulfilled their appointed uſes in the dif- 
charge of their reſpective buſineſs and functions; it is 
from this fulfilling of uſes that all their joys and enter- 


tainments derive life and ſoul, and if this lif and foul be 


taken away, other acceflaty pleaſures do thortly loſe their 

power of pleaſing, exciting firſt of all indifference, then 

diſeuft, and laſtly, forrow and anxiety.——As the angel 

ended, the door was thrown open, and they, that fat neag 

burſt out in haſte, and went home to their reſpective la- 

dours and employments, 266 3 
ment to their ſpirits. 

6. After this the angel addreſſed himſelf to thoſe who 
fancied "that the joys of heaven, and eternal happineſs, 
conſiſted in feafting with Abram, Iſaac and Jacob, ſuc- 
ceeded by ſports and public exhibitions, in contimudl re- 
turn one aſtet another; and he faid to them, Follow me, 
and I will introduce you into the pollefiion of your fancied 

enjoyments: 


# 
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enjoyments : and immediately he led them through a grove * | 
into a plain overſpread with tables, whereof fifteen. were 
on one ſide, and fifteen on the other, and they aſked, 
What is the meaning of ſo many tables? And the angel 

replied, the firſt table is for Abram, the ſecond is. for 
Haac, and the third for Jacob, and the reſt in order for | 
the twelve apoſtles ; and on the other ſide are the ſame 
number of tables for their wives; the three ſirſt tables 
are for Sarah Abram's wife, for Rebecca the wife of 
Iſaac, and for Leah and Rachel the wives of Jacob, and 
the other twelve are for the wives of. the twelve apoſtles. 
They had not waited long before the tables appeared co» 
vered with diſhes, between which, at ſtated diſtances, - 
- were ornaments of ſmall pyramids laden with ſweetmeats.” 
The gueſts ſtood round the tables in expectation of ſee- 
ing their reſpective preſidents, who ſoon appeared to en- 
ter according to the order of precedency, beginning with 
: Abram, and ending with the. laſt of the apoſtles; and 

- preſently each preſident, taking his place at the head of 
his on table, reclined on a couch, and then invited the 
by-ſtanders to take their places, alſo each on his couch ; 
. accordingly, the men fat down with the patriarchs and 
- apoſtles, and the women with their wives, and they ate 
and drank with much. feſtivity, attended with a venerable 
decorum. When the repaſt vas ended, the patriarchs 
| and apoſtles retired, and then were introduced various 
ſports and dances of virgins and young men, ſucceeded by 
. ſhews: and exhibitions. At the concluſion of theſe en- 
- teftainments they were again invited to feaſting, but with 
this. reſtriction, that on tbe firſt day they ſhould. gat 
with Abram, an e ſecond with eas, on the third with 
Jacob, 
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Jacob, on the fourth with Peter, on the fifth with Jamed, 
on the ſixth with John, on the ſeventh with Paul, and 
with the reſt in order till the fifteenth day, when their 
ſeſtiyity ſhall be renewed again in like order, only chan- 
ging their ſeats to all eternity. Aſter this the angel called 
together the company which had attended him, and ſaid to 


them, All thoſe.. whom you have obſerved at the ſeveral *_ 


tables, had formed to themſelves the ſame imaginary ideas 
as yourſelves reſpecting the joys of heaven and eternal hap- 
pineſs, and it js with intent to ſhew tliem'the vanity of 
ſuch imaginations, and to deliver them from fuch- falſe 


conceits, that the feſtive repreſentations. ye have juſt now 


ſeen were appointed and permitted by the Lord. Thoſe 
dignified characters, who preſided at each table, were not 
the real perſons they appeared to be, but were old; people 
in ſeigned characters, many of them huſbandmen and 
peaſants, who wearing long beards, and by reaſon of their 
wealth becoming exceedingly proud and arrogant, were 
eaſily induced to imagine that they were old patriarchs 
and apoſtles, But follow me to the ways that lead from 
this place of feſtivity : and they followed and obſerved to 
the number of fifty or more on each fide the paſſage, ſur» 
feited with the load of meat which lay on their ſtomachs, 

and wiſhing above all things to return to. their domeſtic 
employments, their profeſſions, trades and / handicraft 
works ; but many of them were detained by the keepers 
of the grove, who queſtioned. them concerning the days 
they had feaſted, and whether they had as. yet taken their 
turns with, Peter and Paul, repreſenting to them the in- 


decency of departing till they had. paid equal reſpeR unto 


all he neee was, — 
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' feited with our entertainment; our food is become inſipil 
to us ; we have loſt all reliſh for it, and the very fight f 
it is loathſome to us ; after ſo many days and nights ſpent. 
in ſuch repaſts of luxury, we can endure no longer, and 
we earneſtly requeſt leave to depart. Then the keepers 
diſmiſſed them, and they made all poflible haſte to their 
reſpective homes, After this the angel called together the 
company that attended him, and as they went along, gave 
them the following information reſpecting heaven ; There 
are in heaven, faid he, as in the world, both meats and 
drinks, both feaſts and repaſts, and at the tables of the 
great there is a variety of the moſt exquiſite food, and all 
kinds of rich dainties ; there are beſides ſports and public 
exhibitions, concerts of muſic, vocal and inftrumental, 
and all theſe things in the higheſt perfection, whereby the 
minds of 'the angels are exhilarated and refreſhed; theſe 
things are even deſigned as matter of joy to them, but not 
as matter of true happineſs ; for true happineſs is diſtin 
from external joys, and ought to'be in them as an inward 
principle, and thereby to flow from them; this principle 
of inward happineſs inſinuating itſelf into, and abiding in 
external joys, is neceſſary to give them their proper reliſh, 
and make them joys ; it enricheth them, and preventeth 
their becoming loathſome and diſguſting ; and this prin- 
ciple of true happineſs is derived to every angel from the 
uſe he promoteth in his function and employment. There 
is a certain latent vein in the will- affection of every angel, 
which attracteth his mind to the execution of ſome pur- 
poſe or other, wherein his mind findeth itſelf at peace, 
-and is fatisfied; this peace and fatisfaction form a ſtate of 
mind capable of n JL love of uſes from the Lord, 
and 


RESPECTING ConjuGAt Love. 19 
and it is in the reception of this love that the true heaven- 
ly happineſs conſiſteth, which is the life and foul of the 
joys mentioned above. Heavenly food in its eſſence is no- 
thing elſe but love, wiſdom, and uſe united together, that 

3 is, uſe effected by wiſdom, and deriyed from love; here 
fore food for the body is given to every one in heaven ac- 
cording to the uſe which he promoteth ; plentiful and mag- 
' nificent food to thoſe who promote eminent uſes ; mo- 
derate, but of an exquiſite reliſh, to thoſe who promote 
uſes of a middle degree; and ordinary to ſuch as live in 
the promotion of ordinary uſes ; but none at all to the 
indolent and ſlothful. i 

7. Aſter this the angel called to him che company of 
wiſe ones, ſo named, who ſuppoſed heavenly joys, and 
eternal happineſs thence derived, to confiſt in xalted 
power and dominion, with the poſſeſſion of abundant 
treaſures, attended with more than princely ſplendor and 
magnificence ; and who had heen betrayed into this ſup- 
poſition by what is written in the word, that they ſhould / 
be kings and princes, and ſhould reign for ever with 
Chriſt, and ſhould be miniſtered unto by angels, with 
many other expreflions of a like nature. Follow me, 
faid the angel to them, and I will introduce you into your 
joys; ſo he led them into a portico conſtructed of pillars 
and pyramids ; to the front there was a low porch, through 
which lay the entrance into the portico ; through this porch 
he introduced them, and lo ! there appeared to be about 
twenty people aſſembled therein; after waiting ſome 
time, they were accoſted by a certain perſon, who had 
the garb and appearance of an angel, and who ſaid to 
them, The way to heaven is through this portico ; wait 
gwhile and prepare yourſelves, for the elder among you are 
9 2 e 
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to be kings, and the younger princes, As he ſpake, were 
appeared near each pillar a throne, and on each throne a4 
ſilken robe, and on each robe a ſceptre and crown; and 


near each pyramid there appeared a ſeat raiſed three feet 
from the ground, and upon each ſeat a chain with links of 
gold, and the enſigns of the order of knighthood bound 


together at each end with diamonds, After this was heard 


the following voice, Go now, and put on your robes of 


— 


royalty, and be ſeated, and wait awhile ; and inſtantly the 


elders ran to the thrones, and the younger to the ſeats, 
and they put on their robes and were ſeated ; but lo] there 
immediately appeared a miſt ariſing from below, which 
communicating its influences to them that ſat on the 
thrones, and on the ſeats, cauſed them inſtantly to aſſume 
airs of authority, and to ſwelt with their new greatneſs, 
and to be perſuaded in good earneſt that they were kings 


and princes; that miſt was an exhalation from the phantaſy 
| or imagination with which Meir minds were poſſeſſed ; and 
behold ! ſeveral young pages preſented themſelves on a 


ſudden, as if they came on wings from heaven, and two of 
them ſtood in waiting behind every throne, and one be- 
hind every ſeat; and preſently proclamation was made by 
an herald to the kings and princes, in the following words 

Wait a little while longer; your palaces in- heaven are 


makiug ready for you; your courtiers and guards will ſoon 


attend to introduce you: Then they waited and waited in 
anxious expectation, till their ſpirits were exhauſted, and 
they grew weary with deſire. After the ſpace of three 
hours, the heaven above them was ſeen to open, and the 
angels looked down in pity upon them, and ſaid, Why fit 


ye ip this Rate of infatuation, aſſuming characters which 


_ 


| xx2yrcring Confucian Love. 21 
do not belong you? they have made a mock of you, and 
have changed you from men into mere iniiges, by reaſon 
of the imagination that poſſeſſed you,- that” ye "ſhould 
reign with "Chriſt as kings and princes, and that angels 
ſhould miniſter unto you: have you forgotten tlie | 
words, that whoſoever would be the greateſt in che 
kingdom of heaven muſt be the leaſt of all, and 
ſervant of all? Learn then What is wean by 
kings and | princes, and by reigning with” Chriſt, 
that it is to promote uſes from à principle of love and 
wiſdom ; for the kingdom of Chriſt which is heaven is 2 
kingdom of uſes, inaſmach as the Lord loveth every due, 
and is defirous to do good to evety one, and good is the 
ſame thing as uſe ; and whereas the Lord promoteth good 
or uſe by the mediation of his angels in heaven, and of 
men on earth, therefore to ſuch as faithfully promote uſes,” 
he communicateth the love thereof, and its reward, which 
being an internal bleſſedneſs, is the true happineſs of eter- 
nity. ” There are in the heavens, as there are on "the | 
earths, diſtinctions of dignity an pre- eminence, wit 
abundance” of the richeſt treaſures'; ſor there are govern- 
ments and forms of government, and conſequently there 
is a variety of runks and orders, of greater and leſt 
power and'authority ; thoſe of the higheſt rank havecourts 
and palaces to live in, which for ſplendor and magnificence 
exceed every thing that the kings and princes of the earth 
can boaſt of, and they derive honour and glory from the 
multitude and 'magnificence of their courtiers, minifters, 
and attendants; but then theſe perſons of high rink are 
choſen out of ſuch, whoſe heart-felt delight conliſteth in 
promoting the public good, and who are qnly externally 
pleaſed with the diſtinctions of dignity for the ſake of 

. order 
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order and obedience ; and foraſmuch as the public good 
requireth, that eyery individual, as being a member of 
the common body, ſhould be an inſtrument of uſe in the 
Society to which he belongeth, which uſe is from the 


Lord and is effected by angels and men as of themſelves, * ' 


it is plain that this is meant by reigning with Chriſt. As 
ſoon as, the angels had ended theſe words, the deluded: 
kings and princes deſcended from their thrones, and from 
their ſeats, and caſt away their ſceptres, their crowns, and 
their robes ; and the miſt was diſperſed, which contained 
the atmoſphere of phantaſy, and a bright cloud encom- 
paſſed them, which contained an atmoſphere of wiſdom, 


and thus they were preſently reſtored to ſobernebs of mind 
and underſtanding. 


8. Afer this the ingel returned to.the houſe of aflembly, 
and called to him thoſe who bad conceived the joys of 
heaven and eternal happineſs. to conſiſt in paradiſiacal de- 
lights; follow me, ſaid he, and I will introduce you into 
your paradiſiacal heaven, that ye may enter into the 
fruition of eternal happineſs ; Immediately he introduced 
them through a high gate, formed of the boughs of the 
fineſt trees, artfully interwoven with each other: after 
their admiſſion he conducted them through a variety of 
winding paths in different directions; the place was a 
real paradiſe on the confines of heaven, intended for the re- 
ception of ſuch, as during their abode on earth had fan- 
Tied the whole heaven to be a ſingle paradiſe, becauſe it is 
fo called, and had been led to conceive, that after death 
would enſue a perfect reſt from all kinds of labour, which 
reſt would conſiſt in one continual feaſt of pleaſures, ſuch 


* walking upon roſes, and drinking the moſt exquiſits e | 


1 5 
- ? 
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wines, and rejoicing in continual mirth and feſtivity; which 
kind of life they ſuppoſed could no whete be enjoyed but 
in a celeſtial paradiſe. As they followed che angel, they 
law a great multitude of old and young of both ſexes, fitting 
by three and ten in a company, on banks of roſes, wreathing 
garlands to adorn the heads of the old men, the arms of 
the young, and the boſoms of the children; others were 
gathering. fruit from the trees, and carrying them in 
baſkets to the different companies ; others were prefling 
the juice out of grapes, cherries, and mulberries, which 
they collected i in cups, and then drank with much feſtivity 
others were delighting themſelves with the fragrant ſmells 
that exhaled far and wide from the flowers, fruits, and 
odoriferous leaves of a variety of plants ; others were 
ſinging moſt melodious ſongs to the great entertainment 
of the hearers ; others were ſitting by the ſides of foun- 
tains, and directing the bubbling ſtreams into various 


forms and channels; others were running, ſporting, dan- 


cing in one place to muſical meaſures, in another plice 
in cirdes; others were walking and amuſing obe 
another with witty and pleaſant converſation ; others were 
retiring into ſhadyarbours, to repoſe on beds and couches ; 
beſides a variety of other paradifiacal entertainments. Af- 
ter obſerving theſe things, the angel led his companions 
through various winding paths, tin he brought them at 
length to a moſt beautiful grove of roſes, ſurrounded with 
olive, orange, and citron trees ; here they found many 
perſons ſitting in a diſconſolate poſture, with their heads 


reclined on their hands, and expreſſing all che figns of 


forrow and diſcontent ; the companians of the angel ac- 
Gabel them, and” enquired ls the 4 cauſe of their grief; 
they 
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they replied, This is the ſeventh r . 
this paradiſe 3 on our firſt admiſſion we ſeemed to ours 
ſelves to be. elevated into heaven, and introduced into a 
ſenſibility of its inmoſt joys ; but after three days ous 
pleaſures began to pall on the appetite, and the reliſh 
thereof was loft, till we became at laſt inſenſible to their 
taſte, and found them to have loſt the power of pleaſing ; 
our imaginary joys being thus annihilated, we were afraid - 
of loſing with them all the ſatisfactions of life, and. e 
began to entertain doubts about eternal happine he- 
ther or not any ſuch thing exiſteth; after this we wandered 
through a variety of paths and paſſages i in ſearch of the 
gate at which we were admitted, but our wandering was. 
in vain; for on inquiring the way thereto of ſome per- 
ſons we met with, they informed us, that it was im- 
poſſible to find the gate, inaſmuch as this paradiſiacal gar- 
den is a ſpacious labyrinth of ſuch a nature, that whoſo- 
ever wiſhes to get out, enters further and further into its 
wherefore ye muſt of neceſſity. remain here to eternity, 
being now in the middle of the garden, where all de- 
lights are centered: They further ſaid to the companions 
of the angel, We have now fat in this place for a day and 
a half, and becauſe we now deſpair of ever finding our 


way out, therefore we have ſat us down to reſt on this 


bank of roſes, where we view around us olive: trees, vines, 
orange and citron trees in great abundance, but the longer 


we view, ſo much the more our eyes are wearied with 


ſeeing,. our noſes with ſmelling, and our palates with. 


. taſting ; and this is the cauſe of that ſadneſs and ſorrow in 


which you now behold us. On hearing this relation, 
attendant angel fail de mo This . paradifiacal labyrin 


RnSPRCTING Conjucal. Love. 1 
is truly an entrance into heaven; I know the way that 
leadeth out of it, and if you will follow me, I will ſhew 
it you. He had no ſooner uttered theſe words than they 
roſe from the ground, and embracing the angel, they at- 


2s they went along, inſtructed them concerning the true 
nature of heavenly joy, and eternal happineſs therice de 
rived ʒ they conſiſl not, faid be, in externi?' paradiſizcal = 
diſiacal delights ; external paradifiacal delights reach only 
the ſenſes of the body, but internal paradifiacal 'deFights 
reach the affoctiom of the ſoul, and if the former be with? 
out the latter, they are void of all heavenly life, inaſmuch 
2s they have no foul or ſpirit in them ; and every digt; 
without its correſponding foul er ſpirit, doth edhitftiu 
grow more and more languid and faint, fatiguing the" mine 
more than labour. There are in every part of heaven 
paradifiacal gardens, in which the angels find much joy; 
and ſo far 2s it is attended with a delight of the ſoul, fo fit 
the joy is real and true. Hereupon they all aſked, what is 
the delight of the ſoul, and whence is it derived? The 
angel replied, The delight of the foul is-derived from love 
and wiſdom proceeding from the Lord, and whereas love 
is an operative principle, and is operative by wiſdom, there 
ſore. they ave both fixed together in the effect of ſuch ope· 
ration, and ſuch effoct is uſe: The delight arifing from 
ſuch uſe entereth into the ſoul by influx from the Lord, 
and deſcended through the ſuperior and inferior parts of 
the mind into all the ſenſes of the body, and in them is 
complete and full, becoming hereby a true joy, and par- 
taking of an eternal nature from the eternal fountain 
= D | whence 
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whence it proceedeth. Ve have juſt now ſeen — 
cal garden, and I do avouch it for a truth, that there is not 
a ſingle thing therein, not even the ſmalleſt leaf, which 
doth. not exiſt by virtue of the marriage union of love 
and wiſdom, in uſe ; wherefore if man be in this marriage 
union, he is then in «celeſtial RAP TEE 
in heaven. 

i Aker this. the condatitig angel: pgtornad to the 
houſe of aſſembly, and addreſſed . himſelf to who 
had perſuaded: themſelves, that beavenly joy and cternal 
happineſs conſiſt in a perpetual glorification of God, and 
one continued feſtival of prayer and praiſe to eternity, in 
conſequence of a belief they had entertained; that they 
ſhould then ſee God, and becauſe the life of heaven, as 
originating in the worſhip of God, is called a perpetual 
Sabbath. Follow me, ſaid the angel to them, and I will 
introduce you to your joy; ſo he conducted them into 
a little city, in the midſt of which was a temple, and all 
the houſes whereof were ſuppoſed to be conſecrated, In 
that city they obſerved a great concourſe of people flocking 
together from all parts of the neighbouring country, and 
amongſt them a number of prieſts, who received and ſa- 
juted them on their arrival, and led them by the hand to 
the gates of the temple, and from thence into ſome con- 
ſecrated buildings about the temple, where they initiated 
them into the perpetual worſhip of God; telling them that 
that city, was a place of introduction to heaven, and that 
the temple therein was an entrance to a maſt ſpacious and 


wagnificent temple. in heaven, where the angels glorify 


God by prayers and praiſes to all eternity; it is ordained, 
ſaid they, both here and in heaven, that yr firſt enter into 


the 
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the temple, and femain there for tliree days and three 
nights, and aſter this initiation ye are to enter into the 
houſes of the city, which are ſo many buildings conſe- 
crated to divine worſhip, and in every houſe join in a com- 


munion' of prayers, praiſes, and in repetition of holy 


things with the congregation there aſſembled ; ye are to 


take heed alſo that nothing but pious, holy, and religious 


ſudzects enter into your thoughts, or make a part of your 
converſation. After this, the angel introduced his com- 
panions into the temple, which they found filled and 
crowded with many perſons who on earth had lived in 
#xalted tations, and with many likewiſe of an inferior 
claſs ; there were guards alſo ſtationed at the doors to pre · 
vent any from departing until they had completed their 
ſtay of three days and three nights; then ſaid the angel, 
to-day is the ſecond day fince the preſent congregation 
entered into the temple ; attend to and examine them, and 
ye will ſee their manner of glorifying God ; then they ex- 
amined them, and obſerved ſeveral faſt aſleep, and thoſe 
who were awake yawning and liſtleſs; many of them, in 
conſequence of the continual elevation of their thoughts 
to God, without any relapſe into the inferior concerns of 
the body, ſeemed” as if their faces were moved out from 
their bodies, for thus they appeared to themſelves, and 
thence alſo to others; ſeveral again had a wild and raving 
| look with their eyes, by reaſon of their long. abſtraction 
from viſible objects; in ſhort, every one ſeemed in great 


pain, and to expreſs a great wearineſs of ſpirits, which 
ſhewed itſelf in a violent averſion to what they heard from 


the pulpit, ſo that they cried out to the preacher to end 
* for that their ears were ſtunned, they could 


11 no: 
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not underſtand a ſingle word that was Poken, andthe 
very ſound of his voice was become painful: Then in- 
ſtantly they all left their ſeats, and erouding in a body to 


the doors, they broke them down, and by mere violence 
made their way through the guards. The prieſts. here- 
upon followed them, and walked cloſe beſide them, teach- 


ing, praying, ſighing, and encouraging them to celebrate 


che folemn feſtival, and to glorify God, and to fanctify 


themſelves, and then, ſaid they, we will hereby initiate 
you into the internal glotification of God in the moſt mag- 
nificent and ſpacious temple in heaven, and ſo will introduce 
you to the enjoyment of eternal happineſs. . Theſe words, 
however, made but little impreſſion upon them, by reaſon 


of the liſtleſſneſs of their minds, ariſing from the long ele- 


vation of their thoughts above their ordinary labours and 
employments. But when they attempted to diſengage 
themſelves from the prieſts, the prieſts caught hold of 
their hands and, garments, with intent to force them back 
again into the temple to a repetition. of their prayers and 


Praiſes ; but all was in vain ; they inſiſted on being leſt to 


theraſelves; to recruit their ſpirits; we ſhall. elſe die, they 
ſaid, through mere faintneſs and wearineſs. At that in- 
ſtant, lo ! there appeared four men in white gartnents, with 
mitres on their heads; one of them whilſt on earth had 
been -an archbiſhop, and the three others. biſhops, all of 


them now become angels ; as they approached they ad- 


dreſſed themſelves to the prieſts, and ſaid, We have ob- 
ſerved you from heaven how you feed. theſe ſheep, that 


your inſtruction tendeth to their infatuation; ſurely ye know 


not what is meant by glorifying God, that it ſignifieth- 


_ the bringing forth the fruits. of love, that is, the dif- 
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wvharging an de dutzes of ot eating? wich Faithfulier, 
gneerity and Wligence; for this is the natiire and Ruit c 
we towards God and our neighbour, aud this i the 
bond and büemug of focitty ; herein is Gol Eoriked, as 
a by the returhs of immediate worthip àt fared ities 
ececeditg theſe duties ; have ye never read thele works 
of the Lord,” 4 eren it uy FATHER SLokiritn, 
that yr Whig forth much fr uit, i ſhall ye be uy diſciples. 
John xv. 8. Ye prieſts indeed may glorify God by your 
aftendance on his immediate worſhip, inaſmuch as this is 
your office, and from the diſcharge thereof ye derive 
Avtiour, glory, and recompence ; but it would be impoſ- 
files” for you, any more than others, -thus to glorify 
God, unleſs honour, glory, and recompence were 

to your office, Having ſaid theſe words, the biſhops gave 
charge to the keepers of the door to give free ingrels and 
egrels to All perſ6ns, there being ſo great a number of 
people; whom their ignorinte of the tate and naturgef 
heaven, eat form io other idea of its tiappitibls, dee: 
Ivonfifttth in the perpetual worlkip of God. 

10. Aﬀer- this the ee un e 
0 the phade of aſſembly, whete the ſeveral conpanies of 
wiſe ones were fl "waiting, and he next addreſſed M- 
ff to thoſe who fancied that heavenly joy and cternal 
happineſs depend only on an introductton into keaves, 
which iitroduQtion is merely of divine grate and favour, 
and that in ſuch cuſe the perſons inte d sed Gd d tte 
into che eim ent of Heaven, juſt as perſons intruhu I 00 
4 marriage; or to à coutt feſtival, enter into the *erjoy= 
ena e. daneben ew laid the angel 

ant} have 
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have been moſt diſtinguiſhed for their wiſdom in regard Ws: 
the ſpiritual things of the church, After ſome hours 
' there appeared nine men, with each of them a wreath of 
: laurel on his head as a mark of diſtinction; theſe the angel 
introduced into the houſe of aſſembly, where all the com- 
panies before collected were ſtill waiting, and then in their 
preſence he addreſſed the nine ſtrangers, and ſaid, I am 
informed that in compliance with your requeſts ye have 
been permitted to aſcend into heaven, according ſo your 
ideas thereof, and that ye have returned to this inferior or 
ſub-celeſtial land, perfectly well inſtructed as to the na- 
ture and ſtate of heaven; tell us, therefore, what ye have 
ſeen, and how heaven appeared to you. Then they re- 
plied in order, and the FiRsT began thus 3 my idea of 
heaven from my earlieſt infancy to the end of my life on 
earth was this, that it was a place abounding with plea- 
ſures, comforts, enjoyments, gratifications and delights of 
every ſort and degree, and that if I was introduced therein, 
I ſhould be encompaſſed with an atmoſphere of ſuch hap- 
pineſſes, and. ſhould receive it with the higheſt reliſh, like 
a bridegroom at the celebration of marriage, and yrhen he 
enters the bed-chamber of his bride ; full of this idea I 
aſcended into heaven, and paſſed the firſt guard, and alſo 
the ſecond, but when I came to the third, the captain of 
the guard accoſted me, and ſaid, Who art thou friend ? [ 
replied, It is my longing deſire to aſcend into heaven, and 
I ſeem now to'be arrived thither ; I pray thee, therefore, 
permit me to enter in. Then he permitted me, and I 
faw angels in white garments, who came about me, and. 
examined me, and muttered: amongſt themſelves; What 


n gueſt is this who is not clothed with heavenly raiment ? 
I heard 


RESPECTING ConjugaAL Lors. 8 
I beard their words, and thought within mytel, this is 
a ſimilar caſe with what the Lord deſcribes, of a perſon. 
who came to the wedding, and had not on à wedding gar- 
ment; and I ſaid, give me your garments ; at this they 
ſmiled, and inſtantly one-came from the judgment-hall 
with command to ſtrip me naked, and to caſt me out, and 
to throw my clothes after me; and thus I was caſt out. 
The $E£COND in order then began as follows; I alſo ſup- 
over my head, I ſhould there be encompaſſed with joya, | 
which would ſupply me with an eternity of happineſs ; I 
likewiſe wiſhed to be there, and my wiſh was granted ; 
but the angels on ſeeing me, fled away, and ſaid one to 
another, What prodigy is this ! how came this bird of 
night in among us ? On hearing theſe words, I really felt 
as if I had undergone ſome change of nature, and was no 
longer a man; this, however was merely imaginary, in 
conſequence of the attraction of the heavenly atmoſphere z 
preſently, however, there came one running from the 
judgment-hall, with an order that two ſervants ſhould lead 
me out again, and conduct me back by the way I entered 
in, till I reached my own home; then when I was come 
home, I appeared to others and to myſelf again as a; man, 
in human ſhape, , The. THIRD ſaid, I always conceived 
heaven to be ſome external place cd blefſedneſs, indepen- 
dent of the love-affetions, wherefore as ſoon as I came 
into this world of ſpirits, I had the moſt ardent defire to 
go to heaven; accordingly I followed thoſe whom I ſaw 
aſcending thither, and was admitted along with them ; but 
I ̃ did not proceed far, for when I was deſirous, accord- 
og on sf OO OE OG I. 
with 
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with the light of heaven, which is as white.as faow; and 1. 
whale efſence is ſaid to be wildom, a ſudden ſtupor faizedl . 
my underſtanding, and darkneſs my ches, and I was row: 
 Cucod ta a ſtate of inſanity; ſo again, from the heat of, 
beaven, which correſpandeth with, the brightneſs of it 
light, and whole eſſence is ſald ta be love, there: araſe in 
mn hearta violent palpitstion, à general uncafineſs/ ſeized! 
my whale frame, I was inwardly excruciated to ſuch a uo 
gres, that I could no longer ſtand upright, but fell | 
the ground ; FSG Fg ry pr e 
tendants came with an order from che judgment halt to 
carry me gently to my own naturaf light and Heat, and 
when I came thither, my ſpirits and my heart preſently re- 
turned to me again. The rFourTH'faid, that he alſy 
had conceived heaven to bo ſome external place of bleſſed - 
nefs, independent of the love - affections ; as foon there- 
fore, ſkid he, as I came into the fpiritual world, I en- 
quized of the wiſe ones whether I might be permitted tao 
akend into heaven, and was informed that this liberty was 
granted to all perſons, but that there was heed of caution 
bow they uſted it, leſt they ſhould be caſt down again; I 
made lizht of this caution, and aſcended in full confidence, 
that all men were alike qualified for the reception of hea- 
venly blis in all its fullneſs 3 but alas k 1 was no ſooner 
within the confines of heaven, than my life ſeemed to be 
departing from me, and through the violent pains which 
ſeized my head and breaſt, I was forced to fall flat on the 
ground, where I twiſted and wreathed my body like a 
ſnake when it is brought pear the fire; in this ſtate L 
erawled to the brink of heaven, fram whence I threw my- 
ſelf. t beadlong down, and being taken up * | 
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proper care I was ſoon brought to myſelf again. The 
OTHER rivs chen gave a wonderful relation of what be- 


changes they experienced as to their ſtates of life, with - 
the ſtate of fiſh" when raiſed out of water into air, ot 
with that of birds when raiſed out of air into #ther ; and 


they-declared that after having ſuffered ſo much pain, they 
had no longer any deſire to aſcend into heaven, and only 


wiſhed to live a life agreeable to the ſtate of their own 


affections, amongſt their like in any place whatſoever ; 


that they were well informed, that in the world of ſpirits 
(the preſent place of their reſidence) all perſans-undergo 
a previous preparation, the good for heaven, and the 


wicked for hell, and that after ſuch preparation they dic. 


cover ways open for them unto ſocieties of their like, with 
whom they are to live eternally, and that they enter ſuch 
ways with the utmoſt delight, becauſe they are 
fuitable to their love and affections. When they of the 
firſt afſembly had heard theſe relations, they all likewiſe 


acknowledged, that they had never entertained any other 
notion of heaven than of a local bleſſedneſs independent of 


their internal diſpoſitions, and that to be admitted therein 


would be to enter into the fruition of neyer-ceafing. * 


delights. Then the angel who had. the trumpet 
addreſſed them in the followiog words; Te ſee 
now that the joys of heaven and eternal happineſs 
have © not relation to place, but to the ſtate of the 


life of man; and a flate of heavenly life is derived 
from love and wiſdom ; and whereas uſe, or profitable ſer-, | 


vice is that which containeth love and wiſdom, and in 
which they are fixed and ſubſiſt, therefore a ſtate of hea- 
E venly 


| 
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venly life is derived from the conjunction of love and wif 
dom in ule : It is the ſame thing if we call them charity 
faith, and good works, inaſmuch as charity is love, faith 
is truth, whence wiſdom ſpringeth, and good works'are 
uſes. Moreover, in our ſpiritual world there are places 
as in the natural world, otherwiſe there could be no habj- 
tations, and diſtin abodes ; z nevertheleſs place with us is 
not place, but an appearance of place according to the 
ſtate of love and wiſdom, or of charity and faith. Every 
one who becometh an angel carrieth his own heaven 
within himſelf, inaſmuch as he carrieth in himſelf the love 
of his own heaven ; for man by creation is a ſmall-fogmq, - 
image and type of the great heaven, and hence the hu - 
man form or ſhape js derived; wherefore every onę 
cometh after death to that ſociety in heaven, to whoſe 
general form he beareth a particular agreement in his pars 
ticular form ; of conſequence, when he entereth into that 
ſociety, he entereth into a form correſponding with hig 
own, fo that he findeth in the ſociety as it were another 
ſelf, and in himſelf another ſociety, and enjoyeth his own 
life in that of the ſociety, and that of the ſociety in his own 
for every ſociety in heaven may be conſidered as one com- 
mon body, and the conſtituent angels as the particular 
parts thereof, from which the common body deriyeth its 
exiſtence and ſupport. Hence it follows, that they who 
are under the influence of evils, and of falſes originating 
in evils, have formed in themſelves an effigy or image of 
hell, which ſuffereth torment i in heaven from the influx | 
and violent aAtivity of one oppoſite upon another ; for i in- 
fernal love is oppoſite to heavenly love, and conſequently, 
the delights of each are in a ſtate of diſcord and enmity, 
an] 


- 
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11. Aſter this 2 voice was heard from Heaven, ſaying 
to the angel who had the trumpet, ſelect ten out of the 
whole aſſembly, and introduce them to us; we have heard 


from the Lord; that he will prepare them, ſo as to prevent 8 


the heat and light, or the love and wiſdom of our Heaven 
days. Then ten were ſelected and followed the angel; 
and they aſcended by a ſteep path up a certain hill, and 
from thence up a mountain, on the ſummit whereof was 
the heaven of thoſe angels, which had before appeared to 
them at a diſtance like an expanſe in the clouds: and the 
gates were opened to them, and after they had paſſed the 
third gate, the introducing angel haſtened to the prince 
of the ſociety, or of that heaven, and announced to him 
their arrival; and the prince ſaid, take ſome of my atten- 
dants, and carry them back word that their arrival is ac- 
ceptable to me, and introduce them into my anti- chamber, 
and provide for each a ſeparate apartment with a bed- 
chamber, and appoint ſome of my vaſſals and ſervants to 
wait upon them, and to obey their orders; and fo it was 
done. But when they were introduced by the angel, they 
aſked whether it- was allowable to go and fee the prince ? 
and the angel replied, it is now morning, and it is not al- 
lowable before noon; till that time-every one is engaged 
in his particular office and employment; but ye are in- 
vited to dinner, and then ye wilf fit at table with our 
prince; in the mean time I will introduce you into his 
palace, and ſhew you the grand and magnificent things it 
contains. 
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12. When they were come to the palace, they fir“ 
viewed it from without; it was large and ſpacious, and 
built of porphyry, with a foundation of jaſper, and before 
the gate were ſix high pillars of lapis lazuli ; the roof was 


of plates of gold, the windows high, of the moſt tranſpa- 


rent cryſtal, whoſe frames were of gold. Aſter viewing 
the outſide they were introduced within, and were con- 
ducted from one apartment to another, in each of which 
they ſaw ornaments of inexpreſſible elegance and beauty, 
the ceilings being decorated with paintings of inimitable” 
workmanſhip; near the walls were ſet tables of ſilver 
overlaid with gold, whereupon were placed various uten- 
ſils inade of precious ſtones, and of entire gems in celeſ- 


tial forms, with ſeveral things beſides which no eye on 


earth had ever ſeen, and conſequently ſuch as could never 
be ſuppoſed to exiſt in Heaven. Whilſt they were ſtruck 
with aſtoniſhment at theſe magnificent ſights, the angel 
ſaid, be not ſurpriſed ; theſe things which ye behold are. 
not the production and workmanſhip of any angelic hand, 
but were framed by the builder of the univerſe, and pre- 
ſented as a gift to our prince; wherefore the architeonic ' 
art is here in its eſſential perfection, and hence are derived 
all the rules of that art as known and practiſed in the 
world. The angel added farther, ye may poſſibly conceive - 
that ſuch things bewitch our eyes, and infatuate us by 
their grandeur, and that we conſider them as conſtituting 


mne joys of Heaven; but this is not the caſe, inaſmuch as 


aur hearts not being in ſuch things, they are only acceſ. 
ſary to the joys of our hearts, and therefore ſo far as we 
contemplate them as acceſſary, and as the workmanſhip of 
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13. en bb 
noon, come with me into the garden of our prince, which 
is near the palace; ſo they went with him, and 28 they 
were entering, he ſaid, behold here the moſt magnificent-. 
of all-gardens in our heavenly ſociety ? But they replied; 
how! there is no garden here; we ſee only one tree, and 
on its branches and its tops as it were fruits of gold; and 
leaves of ſilver, with their edges adorned with emeralds, 
and underneath the tree little children with their nurſes. 
Hereupon the angel, with an inſpired voice, faid, this 
tree is in the midſt of the garden, and is called by us che 
Tree of our Heaven, and by ſome the Tree of Liſe. But 
advance and draw nearer, and your eyes will be opened, 
and ye will fee a garden; and they did fo, and their eyes 
were opened, and they ſaw abundance of trees laden moſt 
the Tree of Liſe in the midſt. Theſe trees were planted 
in a continued o ſeries, which proceeding from à point, 
and being continued in the endleſs orbs, or gyrations, as 
of a perpetual ſpiral, formed a perfect ſpiral of trees, 
wherein one ſpecies ſucceeded another in continual order 
nennen * 


nnr e th on HR + "<= 
and in many other parts of the author's works, uſed in a mathematical ſenſe, 
to denote a ſucceſſion of things, in a particular order, which have forge cer. 
tain relation to, and connection with each other; the word ſpiral alſo, which 
immediately follows, is uſed in the Tame ſenſe, and denotes a curve line. of | 
the circular kind, which recedes continually from its center according to ſore . 
regular and Rated law, | 
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the beginning of this circumgyration was at ſame diſtatiee 5 
from the tree in the midſt, and the intervening ſpace was” 


radiant with a beam of light, by virtue whereof the trees 


in the orb ſhone with ſplendor that penetrated from one 
to another, and was continued from the firſt to the laſt: 
th firſt trees were the moſt excellent of all, abounding» 


with the choiceſt fruits, and were called paradiſiacal trees, 
being never ſeen on any earth of the natural world, 
becauſe none ſuch ever grew there, or could grow j theſe 
were ſucceeded by olive trees, the olive by vines; the vines 
dy ſweet · ſeented ſnrubs, and the ſweet-ſcented ſhrubs by 


timber trees, whoſe wood was uſeful for buildings - At 


ſtated intervals in this ſpiral or gyration of trees; were 
intetſperſed ſeats, formed of the ſhoots. of the young trees 
behind; brought forward and entwined in each other, 
whilſt the fruits of trees hanging over at the ſame- time 
enriched and adorned them. In this perpetual winding 


ort of trees were ſmall paſſages, which opened into flower- 
gardens, and from them into ſhrubberies laid out into areas 


and beds. At the ſight of theſe things the companions of 
the angel exclaimed, behold Heaven in form! whereſo- 


ever we turn our eyes we are {truck with an influx of 
ſomewhat celeſtially paradiſiacal, which is not to be ex- 
preſſed. At this the angel rejoiced, and faid, all the gar- 


dens of our heaven are repreſentative forms or types of 
heavenly bleſſedneſſes in their origins, and becauſe the in- 


flax of theſd bleſſedneſſes elevated your minds; therefore 


ye exclaimed, behold Heaven in form ! but they wh do 
not receive this influx, regard theſe paradiſiacal gardens 


only as common woods or foreſts ; and all they receive 
the influx who are under the influence of the love of uſes, 
but they do not receive it, who are under the influence 


of 


[ 
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of the lave of glory not originating in uſes. - Afterwards 
be explained and taught them, whatevery _—_— 
in the garden repteſented and fignified.” | 

14. Whilſt they were thus employed Abbas what. 
ſenger from the prince, with an invitation to them 40'ext 
bread with him, and at the ſame time two attendants 
brought garments of fine linen, and ſaid, put on theſe, 

becauſe no one is admitted to the prince's table unleſs” Ye 
de clothed in the garments of Heaven; then they put 
them on, and accompanied the. angel, aud were {hewn 
into a drawing-room belonging to the palace, where they 

waited for the prince; and there the angel introduced 
dem to the company and canyerſation of the grandes 
and nobles, ho were alſo in npectatiam of the-prince's 
appearing: and lo! in about an hour the doors were 
opened, and he was ſeen to eater through one wider than 

the. reſt, an the weſtern ſide, in great order and pomp r 

proceſſion: his privy-counſellors went before kim, and 
after them counſellors of inferior orders, and next came 
the officers of chief rank belonging te the court: in the 
wilt of theſe was dhe prince, and. ates. him qourtions. of 
yarious diſtinQons, and. laſtly the. guards in all they 
amounted to an hundred and twenty. Then the angel. 
advancing before the ten ſtrangers, who by. their drefs 
appeared now like natives of the. place, approached. 'with 
them towards the prince, and revezently introduced them to 
his notice; and the prince, without ſtopping the proceiſion, 
ſaid to chem, come with me to eat bread; ſo they follow- 
ed him into the dining- ro, where they fam a table 
magnificently (et out, having in ihe middle z high pyra- 
mid of gold with an hundred branches in triple order; and 
- to each branch a ſmall patin or baſket, containing a va- 
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— and preſerves; -withother-delicieied 
made of bread and wine; and through the middle of the 
pyramid there iſſued as it were a bubbling fountain of 
nectareous wine, the ſtream whereof falling from the 
fummit of the pyramid, divided itſelf into different chan- 
nels and filled the cups. Beſide this high pyramid were 
various celeſtial forms of gold, on which were diſhes and 
plates covered with all kinds of meat: The celeſtial forms 
containing the diſhes and plates were forms of art, de- 
rived from wiſdom, ſuch as cannot be derived by any hu- 
man art, nor expreſſed by any human word: The diſhes 
and plates were of ſilver, on which were engraven forms 
fimilar to. thoſe that ſupported them; the cups were of 
eee Suck ' was the apparatus of the 
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15. eue dieb his miniſtets was this: 
The prince was clad in an upper gatment of purple, beſet 


with ſtars of ſilver wrought in needle- work; under this 
garment he had a waiſtcoat of bright ſilk of a blue colour, 


this was open about the breaſt, where there appeared the 
front part of a kind of zone, or ribband, with the enſign of 
his ſociety ; the enſign was an eagle ſitting on her young 


at the top of a tree; this was wrought of ſhining gold be- 


ſet with diamonds. The 'privy counſellors were dreſſed 
nearly after the ſame manner, but without that enſign, in- 
ſtead whereof they wore ſapphires curiouſly wrought, . 
hanging from their necks by a chain of gold. The 

courtiers wore coats of a browniſh colour, wrought with 
flowers encompaſſing young eagles; their waiſtcoats were 
of filk of a fire-colour, fo alſo were their breeches on 
OI” Thus were they clad, - 
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7 16. The prjvy-counſellors, with thoſe of an e 
brder, and the grandees, ſtood round about the, table, and 
by 07d of ths prince folded their hands together, and at | 
the faine time "uttered ir in a low voice a a prayer. of thankſ⸗ 
Eiving to the Lord, and after. this, the prince making a 

they raclined themſelves on couches at the table * i 
and the prince faid to the ten ſtrangers, Do ye alſo ie down 
with me, behold there are your courhes ; fo they lay down g 
and te attendants that were before ſen by the prince to 
wait upon them, ſtood behind them; then ſaid the prince 
to them, Take each of you 4 plate from its ſupporting 
form, and afterwards à patin from the pyramid ; and they | 
did fo, and lo I inftantly new plates and patins appeared i in 
the place of thoſe that were taken way; and their cups 
were filled with wine that ſtreamed from the fountain out 
of the great pyramid; and they did eat and drink. When 
dinner was about half ended, the prince addreſſed himſelf 
to the ten new gueſts, and ſaid, I have been informed 
ye were convened on the earth whith is immediately under 
this' heaven, in order to difcloſe your thoughts concerning, 
the joys of heaven und eternal happineſs thence derived, 


and that ye profeſſed different opinions, each according t. 
his peculiar delight as originating in the bodily ſenſes " but | 
what are the delights of the bodily ſenſes, without the de- 
lights ; of the ſwul ? the former are animated by the later z 
the delizhts of the ſoul in thenſelves' are imperceptible 
bleſſedieſſes, but they become more and more perceptible. 
af they defcend | into the REIN. of the mind; and from 
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"thence into the ſenſations of the body; in the thoughts o 
the mind they are perceived as happineſſes, in the ſenſa⸗ 
tions of the body as delights, and in the body itſelf as 
pleaſures ; eternal happineſs is derived from the latter and 
the former taken together; but from the latter alone 
there refulteth a happineſs not eternal, but temporal, 
which is quickly ended and paſſeth away, and in ſome 
caſes becometh unhappineſs. Ye, have ſeen now that all 
your joys are the joys of heaven, but in a more excellent 
degree than ye could ever have conceived, yet neberthe- 
leſs ſuch joys do not inwardly affect our minds. There 
are three (things) which enter as one into our minds by 
influx from the Lord; theſe three as one, or this trine, 
are Love, Wisnou, and Us; love and wiſdom of 
themſelves exiſt only ideally, being confined to the affec- 
tions and thoughts of the mind, but in uſe they exif 


really, there they alſo ſubſiſt ; and whereas love and wiſ- 


dom exiſt and ſubſiſt in uſe, it is uſe whereby we are af- 
feed, and uſe conſiſteth in a faithful, ſincere, and dili- 
gent diſcharge of the works of our functions; the love of 
uſe, and the application to uſe thence derived, knit to- 
gether the powers of the mind, and prevent theirdiſperſion j 
fo that the mindis guarded againſt wandering and diſſipation, 
and the imbibing of falſe luſts, which flow in with their in- 
chanting delufions from the body of the world through the 
ſenſes, whereby the truths of religion and morality, with 
all that is good in either, become the ſport of every wind ; 
but an application of the mind to uſe bindeth and knitteth 
together thoſe truths, and diſpoſeth the mind to become a 
form receptible of wiſdom thence derived, and in this caſe 
it xtirpates the idle {port and paſtimes of falſity and 
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vanity,” baniſhing them from its center towards the cir- 
cumference. But ye will hear more on this ſubjeR from 
> the wiſe ones of our ſociety, whom I will ſend to you in 
the afternoon. 80 ſaying, the prince roſe up, and the 
new gueſts along with him, and bidding them farewel, he 
gave a charge to the conducting angel to lead them back 
to their private apartments, and there to ſhew them every 
token of civility and reſpect, and alſo to invite ſome 
courteous and affable company to entertain them with 
diſcourſe on the various joys of their ſociety. 

17. The angel executed the prince's charge, and when 
they were come back to their private apartments, the 
company, invited from the city to entertain them wich 
diſcourſe on the various joys of the ſociety, arrived, and 
after the uſual compliments, entered into converſation with 
them in a ſtrain at once entertaining and elegant: But 
the conducting angel ſaid, Theſe ten men were invited 
into this heaven to ſee its joys, and to receive thereby a 
new idea concerning eternal happineſs ; acquaint us there- 
fore with ſome of its joys, ſuch as affect the bodily ſenſes, 
and afterwards, when the wiſe ones arrive, they will ac- 
quaint us what renders thoſe joys fatisfaftory and happy ; 
then the company who were invited from the city, re- 
| lated the following particulars. There are here days of 
feſtivity appointed by the prince, in order that the mind, 
by a due relaxation, may recover from the wearineſs which 
an emulative defire may occaſion in particular caſes ; on 
fuch days we have concerts of muſic and ſinging in he 
public buildings of the city, and out of the city are ex- 
hibited games and ſhows ; in the public buildings at ſuch 
times are orcheſtras raiſed, ſurrounded with ballifters 

F 3 formed 
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formed of vines planted thick together, from which hang 
bunches of ripe grapes; within theſe balliſters in three. rows 
one above anather ſit the muſicians, with their wind and 
ſtring · inſtruments, of various tones, both high and low, 
loud and ſoft, and beſide them fit ſinging- men and 11 
women, who entertain the citizens with the ſweeteſt m 

and ſinging, both in concert and ſolo, varied at times as as | 
to its particular ſpecies ; theſe concerts continue on thoſe 
days of feſtivity from morning t till noon, and afterwards 
till evening. 2. Moreover, every morning, from the 
houſes round the public buildings are heard the moſt ſweet 
ſongs of virgins and young girls, which penetrate the 
whole city; it is one affection of ſpiritual love, which is 
ſung every morning, that is, is ſounded by modifications 
of the ſinging voice, or modulations, and that allection in 
the ſong is perceived as real affection, flowing into the 
minds of the hearers, and exciting them to a correſpon+ 
dence with it; ſuch is the nature of heavenly ſinging ; the 
'virgin-fingers ſay that the ſound of their ſong is as it were | 
felf-inſpired and ſelf-· animated from within and exalted 

with delight according to the reception it meets with from 
the hearers : This ended, the windows of the public 
buildings, and likewiſe of the private houſes are ſhut, and 
ſo allo are the doors, and then the whole city is ſilent, and 
po noiſe heard in any part of it, nor is any perfon ſeen 
loitering in the ſtreets, but all are intent on their work 
| andthe labour of their calling. 3. At noon however the 
doors are open, and in the aſternoon alſo the windows in 
ſome houſes, and boys and gitls are ſeen playing in the 
ſtreets, whilſt their maſters and miſtreſſes fit at the 
entrance of their houſes, watching over them, and keep- 


ing 


RBSPECTING. CW Love. og. 

wk in orden 4: Ax, the extreme pats-of che ch 
e ſecn various ſports. of, boys and.. young men, a. 

ſkill amongſt the boys, in order to diſcover the readigeſs of | 
their wit ini ſpeaxing, acting and perceiving, and to ſuch 
as excel are given ſome leaves of laurel as a reward 4 uot 
to mention other things of 4 like nature, deſigned ta call 
forth and exerciſe the latent talents of the young peopla. 
5. . Moreover out of the city are.; exhibited ſtage en- 
tertainments, wherein the comic actors, repreſent. the 
various graces. and virtues of moral life, amongſt whom 
are inferior characters for the ſake of relatives z*—ons of 
the ten aſked, .* How for the fake of relatives q and they 
replied, No one virtue with its graces and beauties can 
be nee the e. by. means of telatives, 


. 
of theatrical exhibitions in heaven, den be recolleQtetk the edi 
thereof, vige to delirjeate and repreſent che various virtues and 7 
moral life, whereby, the ſpectators and heaters may be led to correct wha is 
amiſs in themſelves, and to perfect their pwn charactert, by the lively examples 

of perfeRtion and excellence exhibited to view, and by che wife Jefſons of moral 
reQtitude delivered at the lame time. in ces aach wo be wiſhed that the 
"Rage on eh had always beta, In ti he, » pattern of the flage in heaven, 
| and that nothing had been there exhibited, but what tended WSſtvurage vice 
and recommend true virtue; We, ſhould not then have heard ſd rainy fevere, 
ech juſt cenſurey, paſſed, 001 Hagercntartajnments „n e of ,wiſieas 40d 
| "piety z nor would the Chriſtian. world have had fo much reaſon to lament the 
' great abuſe of an exhibition, which under the reſtriftions of piety and virtue, 
- might: be rendered in every age and place both entertaining and edifying, but 
which every contiderats-perſon muſt acknowledge, is tow become exceedingly 
dangerous to religions. influerxe, by favouring and choriſhing, rather than re- 
| Ce een 
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wherein are comprized and repreſented all its 1 
beauties from the greateſt to the leaſt; and the inferior 
characters repreſent the leaſt, even till they become none; 
but it is provided by law, that nothing of the oppoſite, 
which is called indecent and diſhonourable, ſhould be ex- 
hidited, except figuratively and as it were remotely : The 
yeaſon of which proviſion is, becauſe nothing that is 
honourable and good in any virtue can by ſucceflive pro- 
greffions paſs over to what is diſhonourable and evil; it 
only proceedeth to its leaſt, till it ceafeth and becometh 
none, and when that is the caſe, the oppoſite commenceth'; 
wherefore heaven, where all things are honourable and 
good, hath nothing in common with hog Bae hag 
things are diſhonourable and evil. 

18. During this diſcourſe, - a fervant came in and 
brought word, that the eight wiſe ones invited by the 
 prince's order were arrived, and wiſhed to be admitted; 
| whereupon the angel went out ta receive and introduce ©” 
them ; and preſently the wiſe ones, after the cuſtomary 
ceremonies of introduction, began to difcourſe with 
them on the beginnings and increments of wiſdom, with 
which they intermixed various accounts of its progreſſive 
fate, hewing that with the angels it never ceaſeth, or 
cometh to-a period, but advanceth and increaſeth to 
eternity, Hereupon the attendant angel ſaid to them, 
Our prince at table diſcourſed with theſe men concerning 
the ſeat and abode of wiſdom, ſhewing that it is in uſe ; 
if it be agreeable to you, be pleaſed to diſcourſe with them 
further on che fame ſubject: Aud they faid, Man at his 
firſt creation was endued with wiſdom and its love, nat for 
the ſake of himſelf, but for the ſake of its communica- 
tion 
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tion for others from himſelf ; hence. it is a maxim in- 
ſcribed. on the, wiſdom of the wiſe, that no one is wiſe for 
the ſame time; this is the ground and origin f ſociety, 
which otherwiſe could not exiſt ; to live for others is as 
promote uſes ; uſes are the bonds of ſociety, which bonds 
are. as many in number as there are good uſes, and the 
number of uſes is. infinite ; there are ſpiritual uſes, ſuck. 
as regard love to God and love towards our neighbour 3 
there are moral and civil uſes, ſuch as regasd the love f 
the ſociety and ſtate to which a man belongeth, and of 
his fellow-citizens among whom he liveth ; there are u 
tural uſes, which regard the love of the world and n 
neceſſities ; and there are bodily uſes, fuch as regard the 
love of ſelf-preſervation, with a view to ſuperior uſen. 

All theſe uſes are inferibed on man, and follow in order” 
one after another, and when they are together, ome isia the 
are in all the ſucceeding ones, and ſuch are wiſe perſunsg 
but they who are not in the firſt, and yet are in the ſecond, 
and thereby in the ſucceeding ones, are not ſo highly ptin- 
cipled in wiſdom, but only appear to be ſo by virtue of a 
external morality and civility ; they who are neither ãn the 
firſt nor ſecond, but only in the third and fourth, hare 
not the leaſt pretenſions to wiſdom, and they aue ſatans, 
loving only the world, and themſelves for the ſake of hẽe 
world; but chey who are only in the fourth, ate lealt of 
all wiſe, for they are devils, becauſe they live.o hem 
ſelves alone, and to others only for the ſake of theme 
Moreover every love hath its. particular delight, for by” 
OT kept alive, and the delight of the love of 
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ves is heavenly delight, which enterb fut cecding delights 
in order; and according to the order of ſuctefiori e talteti 


them and maketh them eternal. After this they enume- 
rated the heavenly delights proceeding from the bone bf ufes, 
and laid, that they are a thoufand times ten thoufand, and 
that all wo enter into heuven enter into tho delights: 
with | farther eonvertation of Wiſdont" on the fove 6f uſes 


they paſſed the day with them until eveninz to ee 


19. Towards the evening there came l ſervant Flothef 
jos linens esche un frangers who attended the angel, and 


invited them te a matriage, which was to de Edlebrated 
the next day; and the ſtrangers were much refoieed to 
think that they were alſo to de preſent at 2 matriage in 


Heaven. Aſter this they were conducted to the houſe of 


one of hai privy<counſellorsy” and fupped: with him; and 
after ſupper they returned to the palace; and retired each 
apart to his on bedchamber, here they flept till morns 
ing; and when they, awoke,-thoy: heafd'the finging of the 
virgins and young girls from the houſes round the public: 
places of reſort, of which mention was made above; they 


ſang that morning the affection of Conjugal Love, the 


ſweetneſs whereof did fo affect and move the betete, 
that they perceived ſenſibly a blefſed dellghtfulneis inftil-' 
led into their j Joys, which at the fame de exalted" and 
n them. At tlie Hour 1 — the angel bald, 


PB 
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| heavenly world, and how they are reconcileable with our Lord's aſſertion, that. 
un u marry nor are, given in marriage, vill be bern and 


made mianiſel to the candid reader in the bildes part of this work, Fer- 
nn recommended te his . ſerious peril" ant} 
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make youtſelves ready, and put on the garments of Hea- 
ven-which our prince ſent you; and they did ſo, and lo! 
the garments, were reſplendent as with flaming light; and 


= 


they aſked the angel, whence is this? He replied, becauſe 


ye are going to a marriage, and when that is the caſe, our 
garments always aſſume a ſhining . and deems 


marriage-garments. 
20. After this the angel conducted Gin to the mar- 


mae hank, and the potter opened the door; and pre- 
ſently being admitted within the houſe, they were re- 
ceived and complimented by an angel ſent from the bride- 


groom, and introduced and ſhewn to the ſeats intended for 


them, and ſoon after they were invited into an ante-cham- 
ber, where they ſaw in the middle a table, on which 
was placed a magnificent candleſtick with ſeven branches 
and ſconces of gold; and on the walls hung lamps of ſilver; 
which being lighted made the atmoſphere appear as of a 


golden hue: and they obſerved near the candleſtick tuo 


tables, on which were ſet pieces of bread in a triple order; 


there were tables alſo at the four corners of the room, oi 


which were placed cups of cryſtal. Whilſt they were 


viewing theſe things, lo] a door opened from a cloſet 


near che bedchamber, and they ſaw fix virgins come out, 


and after them the bride and bridegroom, holding each 


other by the hand, and advancing towards a ſeat placed 
oppoſite to, the. candleſtick, on which they ſeated them- 
ſelves, the bridegroom. on the left-hand, and the bride on 


the right, whilſt the ſix virgins. ſtood beſide the feat near 


che bride. The bridegroom was clad in a robe of bright 
purple, and a waiſtcoat of fine ſhining linen, with an 
ephod, on which was a golden plate ſet round with dia- 
monds, and on the plate was engrayen-a young eagle, the 
zL411 G - * marriage 
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marriage enſign of that heavenly ſociety; on his head he 
wore a mitre: but the bride was clad in a ſcarlet robe, 
with an under garment of fine needle- work, continued 
from her neck to her feet, and beneath her boſom ſhe 
wore a golden girdle, and on her head a crown of gold 
| beſet with rubies. When they were thus ſeated; the 
bridegroom turned himſclf towards the bride, and put a 
golden ring on her finger, and took bracelets and a neck- 
lace of pearl, and tied the bracelets about her wriſts, and 
the necklace about her neck, and ſaid “ accept theſe 
« pledges; and as ſhe accepted them he kiſſed her, and 
faid, now thou art mine, and he called her his wife. 
Hereupon all the company cried out, may the Divine 
« Blefling be upon you!” Theſe words were firſt pro- 
nounced by each ſeparately, and afterwards by all toge- 
ther; they were pronounced alſo in turn by a certain per- 
ſon ſent from the prince as his repreſentative, and at that 
inſtant the ante-chamber was filled with an aromatic 
ſmoke, which was a token of bleſſing from heaven: and 
then the ſervants in waiting took bread from the two tables 
near the candleſtick, and cups (now filled with wine) from 
the tables at the corners of the room, and gave to each of 
the gueſts a piece of bread and a cup, and they did eat 
and drink. After this the huſband and his wife roſe up, 
and the fix virgins attended them with the ſilver lamps 
(now lighted) in their hands to the door, and the married 

pair entered the bed-chamber, and the door was ſhut. 
21. After this the conducting angel diſcourſed with the 
gueſts concerning his ten companiens, acquainting them 
how he was commiſſioned to introduce them, and ſhew 
them the magnificent things contained in the prince's pa- 
lace, and how they had dined at table with them; and 
that 
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that afterwards they had converſed with the wiſe ones of 
the ſociety ; and he ſaid, may I be permitted to introduce 


them alſo to you, in order that they may enjoy the plea- - 


ſure of your converſation? fo he introduced them, and 
they fell into diſcourſe together, and a certain wiſe per- 
ſonage, one of the marriage-gueſts, ſaid, do ye under- 
Rand what is ſignified by the things you have ſeen? They 


replied, that in ſome degree they did; and immediately 
they aſked him, why was the bridegroom (now the huf- 


band) clad in that particular manner? He anſwered, be- 
cauſe the bridegroom (now the huſband) repreſented the 


Lord, and the bride (now the wife) repreſented the church, 
inaſmuch as marriages in heaven repreſent the marriage 


of the Lord with the church; this is the reaſon why he 
wore on his head a mitre, and was clad in a robe, a coat, 
and an ephod, like Aaron, and why the bride had a crown 
on her head, and was clad in a long robe like a queen ; 


but to-morrow they will be clothed differently, becauſe | 


this repreſentation laſteth no longer than to-day. They 
aſked farther, ſince he repreſented the Lord, and ſhe the 
Church, why did ſhe fit on his right hand? The wiſe per- 
ſonage replied, becauſe there are two things which con- 
ſtitute the marriage of the Lord and the Church, Love 


and Wiſdom, and the Lord is Love and the Church is 


Wiſdom, and Wiſdom is at the right hand of Love, for 
every member of the Church is wiſe as of himſelf, and in 
proportion as he is wiſe he receiveth Love from the Lord; 


the right hand alſo ſignifieth power, and Love hath power 


by means of Wiſdom: but as we ſaid before, after the 


marriage the repreſentation is changed, for then the huſ- 


band repreſenteth Wiſdom, and the wife the Love of his 
Wiſdom; this Love however is not primary, but ſecon- 
| G 2 dary 
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dary Love, being derived from the Lord to the Wife by : 
the Wiſdom of the huſband ; the Love of the Lord, which 
is primary Love, is the Love of Wiſdom abiding with the 
huſband, wherefore after marriage, both together, the 
huſband and his wife, repreſent the Church. They aſked 
again, why did not ye men ſtand beſide the bridegroom 
(now the huſband, ) as the ſix virgins ſtood beſide the bride 
(now the wife ?) The wiſe perfonage anſwered, the reaſon 
is, becauſe we to-day are numbered amongſt the'virgins, 
and the number ſix ſignifies all, and what is complete: 
but they ſaid, explain your meaning: he replied, virgins 
ſignify the Church, and the Church conſiſteth of both 
ſexes, wherefore alſo we, with reſpect to the Church, are 
virgins ; that this is the caſe, is evident from theſe words 
in the Revelation, © Theſe are they which were not defiled 
. with women, for they are VIRGINs, and follow the Lamb 
whereſ1ever he goeth, Chap. xiv. 4. And whereas virgins 
ſignify the Church, therefore the Lord, © [keneth it to 
ten VIRGINS invited to a marriage, Matt. xxv. and 
whereas by Iſrael, Zion, and Jeruſalem is ſignified the 
Church, therefore mention is fo often made in the word 
of the VIRGIN AND DAUGHTER OF ISRAEL, of Zion, 
and of JERUSALEM: The Lord alſo defcribeth his mar- 
riage with the church in theſe words.“ On THY RIGHT 
© HAND DID STAND THE QUEEN in gold of ophir, her 
« clothing is of wrought gold; ſbe fhall be brought unto the 
e King IN RAIMENT OF NEEDLEWORK; THE VIRGINS, 
eher companions, THAT FOLLOW HER, ſhall enter into the, 
& king's palace, Pſalm xlv. 9g to 16. Laſtly, they aſked, 
is it expedient that a prieſt be preſent and miniſter at the 
marriage ceremony? 'The wiſe perſonage anſwered, this 
is expedient on the earths, but not in the heavens, by 
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reaſon of the repreſentation of the Lord himſelf and the 
church; on the earthis they are not aware of this; but 
nevertheleſs with us a prieſt miniſters in whatever relates 
to betrothings, or entering into marriage contracts, and 
heareth, receiveth, eonfirmeth, and conſeerateth the con- 
ſent of the parties; conſent is. the eſſentiał of marriage: 
and all other ſucceeding ceremonies are its formalities-. 
22. Aﬀter this the conducting angel went to the ſix vir⸗- 
gins, and gave them alſo an account of his companions, 
and requeſted that they would vouahſafe to join compa- 
ny with them; accordingly they came, but when they - 
drew near, they ſuddenly retired, and entered the womon's 
apartment, where they mixed with the virgins their com- 
panions: on ſeeing this the oonducting angel followed - 
them, and aſked, why they retired ſo ſuddenly without en- 
tering into eonverſation? They replied, we cannot ap- 
proach ; and he ſaid, why not? and they anſwered, we 
do not know,” but we perceived ſomewhat: that repelled _ 
and drove us back again; we hope they will excuſe us 2 
and the angel returned to his companions, and told them 
what the virgins had ſaid, and he added, I conjecture that 
your love of the ſex is not chaſte ; in heaven we love vir» 
gins for their beauty and the elegance of their manners, 
and we love them intenſely, but chaſtely; hereupon his 
| companions ſmiled, and faid, you conjecture right; who 
can behold ſuch OR and not feel ſome WES 
of deſire. | 


23. After much . — en 5 


gueſts departed, and alſo the ten ſtrangers with their at- 
tendant angel, and the evening being far advanced they 
retired to reſt: in the morning they heard proclamation, 
TO-DAY is THE: SABBATH, and they aroſe,” and aſked 
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of doctrine, and at the ſame time influenced by goodneſs 
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the angel what it meant? he replied, it is for the worſhip 


of God, which returneth at ſtated. periods, and is pro- 
claimed by the prieſts: the worſhip is performed in our 
temples, and laſts about two hours; wherefore if it pleaſe 
you, come along with me and I will introduce you; fo 
they made themſelves ready, and attended the angel, and 
entered the temple; it was a large building capable of 
containing about three thouſand perſons, of a ſemicireu- 
lar form, ſet round with benches or ſeats of a ſimilar (figure, 
and the back-ſeats more elevated than the front. The 
pulpit in the front of the ſeats was drawn a little from the 
center; the door was behind the pulpit on the left hand. 
The ten ſtrangers entered with their conducting angel, 
who pointed out to them the places where they ſhould ſit, 
telling them, every one who entereth the temple knoweth 
his own place, and this by a kind of innate perception, 
nor can he fit down in any place but his own; in caſe he 
taketh another place, he heareth nothing, and perceiveth 
nothing, and alſo diſturbeth order, the conſequence where- , 
of is, that the prieſt is not inſpired. 

24. When the congregation was aſſembled, the prieſt 
aſcended the pulpit, and preached a ſermon full of the 
ſpirit of wiſdom : the ſubject was concerning the ſanctity 
of the ſacred Scriptures, and the conjunction of the Lord 
with both worlds, the ſpiritual and the natural, by means 
thereof; in the illumination by which he was influenced, 
he fully proved, that that holy book was dictated by Je- 
hovah the Lord, and that conſequently he is in it, fo as 
to be the wiſdom it contains; but that the wiſdom which 
is Jehovah therein, lieth conceuled under the ſenſe of the 
letter, and is not opened but to thoſe who are in truths 


of 
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of liſe, and thus are in the Lord, and the Lord in them: 
to this diſcourſe he ſubjoi ned a prayer and deſcended. As 
to ſpeak a few words of peace with his ten companions 3 
and he came to them, and they conyerſed together for the 
ſpace of half an hour, and be diſcourſed concerning the 
divine trinity, that is in Jeſus Chriſt, in whom all the fuk 
neſs of the Godhead dwelleth bodily, according to the 
words of the apoſtle Paul ; and afterwards concerning the 
union of charity and faith, but he ſaid, concerning the 
union of charity and truth, becauſe faith is truth, . 

25. After expreſſing their thanks, — 
and when they were come thither, the angel ſaid to them, 
to-day is the third day ſince your aſcent into the ſociety 
of this heaven, and ye were prepared by the Lord to ſtay 
here three days, wherefore it is time that we be ſeparatedy 
put off therefore the garments ſent you by the prince, 
and put on your own ; and when they had done ſo, they 
were inſpired with a deſire to be gone; ſo they departed, 
and deſcended, the angel attending them to the place of 
aſſembly ; and there they gave thanks to the Lord for 
vouchſafing to bleſs them with ſcience and thereby wick 
intelligence, concerning heavenly joys and eternal hap- 
pine. eo: | gt 24 | 

26. Again in truth I proteſt, that theſe things, as re- 
lated, were ſeen and done, the former in the world of 
ſpirits, which is in the midſt between heaven and hell, and 
thoſe things which, follow, in the heavenly ſociety, from 
which th: conducting angel with the trumpet came. 
Who in che Chriſtian world would have known any 
concerning the happineſs therein, the ſcience of which 
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is even the science of liluation, unleſs it had pleaſed 


the Lord to open ſpiritual light in ſome perſom or other, 


and to ſhew and teach what relates to the ſpiritual 
world? That like things exiſt in the ſpiritual world, 
appears evident from the things ſeen and heard by the 
apoſtle John, which are deſeribed in the Apocalypſe, as 


& that he ſaw the Son or Max in the midſt of the ſeven 
4 candleſticks, a tabernacle, à temple, an ark, and an 
u altar in heaven; à book ſealed with ſeven ſeats; the 


« book opened, and in conſequerice thereof horſes going 
« forth; four animals about the throne; twelve thouſand 
ce choſen out of each tribe; locuſts aſcend from the abyſs; 
« a dragon and his combat with "Michael; 3, a woman 
et bringing forth a male child, and flying i into a wilderneſs 
« by reaſon of the dragon; two beaſts, one aſcending 


ec gut of the ſea, the other from the earth; a woman ſit- 


« ting on a ſcatlet beaſt; a dragon caſt into a lake of fire 
te and ſulphur; a white horſe; a great ſupper; a new 
c heaven and a new earth, and the holy Jeruſalem co- 
04 ming down from heaven, deſcribed as to its gates, its 
« wall, and foundations; alſo a river of the water of life, 
« and trees of life bearing fruit every month ;” with 
many things beſides, which were all ſeen by John, whilſt 
as to his ſpirit he was in the ſpiritual world and in heaven. 
Not to mention what things were ſeen by the apoſtles 
after. the Lord's reſurrection, as by PETER, Acts xi. and 
what was ſeen and heard by PAut, alſo by the Prophets, 
as by EZ ECHIEIL, that he ſaw four animals which were 


cherubs, Chap. i. and x. and a new temple, and a new earth, 


and an angel meaſuring them, Chap. xl. and xlviii. that 


| den was Carried to ann: and faw there abominations, 


und 
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and alſo to Chaldea, to the captivity, Chap. viii. and xi. 
be caſe was the ſame with ZECHARIAH, in that he ſaw 
a man riding among the myrtle- trees, Chap. i. 8. that he 
ſaw four horns, and afterwards a man with a meaſuring- 
line in his hand, Chap. iii. that he ſaw a chandleſtick and 
two olive-trees, Chap. iv, that he ſaw a flying roll and 
an ephab, Chap. v. 1. 6. that he ſaw four chariots and 
horſe coming out between two mountains, Chap. vi. 1. 
So again with Dans, i in that he ſaw four beaſts 
— ok out of the ſea, Chap, vii. 1. &c. alſo the fight- 
ing of the ram and the he-goat, Chap. viii. 1. &c. that 
he ſaw . the angel Gabriel, and ſpoke many things with 
him, Chap. ix. That the young man of Eliſha ſay cha- 
riots and horſes of fire about Eliſha, and that he ſaw them 
when his eyes were opened, 2 Kings vi. 17. From theſe 
and ſeveral other inſtances in the word, it is evident, that 
the things which exiſt in the ſpiritual world have appeared 
to many, both before and ſince the coming of the Lord: 
what wonder then is it, that the ſame things ſhould now 
alſo appear, at the commencement of the church, or when 
the New Jeruſalem from the Lord is coming down out of 
heaven. > 
Concerning MARRIAGES in HzAven. 
: 27 That there are marriages in heaven, cannot be ad- 
mitted as an article of faith with thoſe, who imagine that 
man after death is a ſoul or ſpirit, and whoſe idea of a ſoul 
or ſpirit | is as of an attenuated æther or vapour; who ima- 
gine alſo, that man will not live as man till after the day 
of the laſt judgement; and in general, who know nothing 
reſpecting the ſpiritual world, in which dwell angels and 
ſpirits, conſequently in which are heavens and hells ; and 
whereas that. world hath been heretofore unknown, and 
| H mankind 


2 
23.6 


58 Tux DETionrs or WiIispon 


mankind been in total ignorance that the angels of heaven 
are men, in a perfect form, and in like manner infernal ſpirits, 
but in an imperfect form, therefore it was not poſſible for 
any thing to be revealed concerning marriages in that 
world; for it would in ſuch caſe have been objected, 
how can ſoul be joined with ſoul or vapour with vapour, as 
one conjugal partner with another here on earth? Not to 
mention many more like objections, which, the inſtant they 
were made, would take away and diffipate all faith reſpecting 
marriages in another life : but now, inaſmuch as ſeveral 
| particulars have been revealed concerning that world, and 
a deſcription hath been alſo given of its nature and quality, 
as hath been done in the treatiſe on heaven and hell, and 
alſo in the Apocalypſe revealed, it is poffible that the aſ- 
ſertion reſpecting marriages, as having place in that world, 
may be eſtabliſhed and confirmed, even fo as to convince 
the reaſon, by the following poſitions, I. That man liveth 
as a man after death. II. That in this caſe a male is a male, 
and a female a female. III. That every one's proper love 
remaineth with him after death. IV. That eſpecially the 
love of the ſex remaineth, and with thoſe who go to heaven, as 
is the caſe with all who become ſpiritual here on earth, Conju- 
gal Love remaineth, V. Theſe things fully confirmed by 
ocular demonſtration. VI. Conſequently that there are mar- 
#4 riages in the heavens, VII. That ſpiritual nuptials are to 
4 [/ be underſtood by the Lord's words where be ſaith, that after 
#4 the reſurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage. 
We ſhall now give an explication of theſe poſitions in 
their order. | . 
28. I. THAT MAN LIVETH AS A MAN AFTER DEATH. 
That man liveth as a man after death, hath been heretofore 


unknown in the world, for the reaſons juſt now mentioned ; 
| a and 
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and what is ſurpriſing, it hath been unknown even in the 
Chriſtian world, where the word is, and thence illuſtra- 
tion concerning life eternal, and where the Lord himſelf 
teacheth, that all the dead je again, and that Gui it not the 
God of the dead but of the living, Matt. xxii. 31. 32. Luke 
xx. 37, 38. Moreover man, as to the affections and 
thoughts of his mind, is in the midſt of angels and ſpirits, 
and is ſo conſociated with them, that he cannot be pluck- 
ed aſunder from them but be inſtantly dies. It is ſtill more 
ſurpriſing that this is unknown, when yet every man, wha 
bath departed this life ſince the beginning of creation, after 
his deceaſe, hath come and doth ſtill come to his own, or, 
as it is aid in the ward, hath been gathered and is gather- 
ed to his own: beſides, man hath a common (or general) 
perception, which is the ſame with the influx of heaven 
into the interiors of his mind, by virtue whereof he in- 
wardly in himſelf perceiveth truths, and as it were ſeeth 
them, and eſpecially this truth, that he liveth as a man 
after death, a happy man if he hath lived well, and un- 
happy if he hath lived ill : for who doth not think thus; 
_ whilſt he elevates his mind in any degree above the body, 
and above the thought which borders next upon the ſenſes, 
as is the caſe when he is engaged in divine worſhip from 
an interior principle, and when he lieth on his death-bed 
expecting his diſſolution ; in like manner when he hears 
of thoſe who are deceaſed, and of their lot? I have related 
a thouſand particulars reſpecting departed ſpirits, inform- 
ing certain perſons who are now alive concerning the ſtate 
of their deceaſed brethren, their conjugal partners, and 
friends ; I have written alſo concerning the ftate of the 
Engliſh, the Dutch, the Papiſts, the Jews, the Gentiles, 
and likewiſe concerning the lot of Luther, of Calvin, and 
H 2 of 
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of Melancthon; arid hitherto I never heard any one 


dbject, how can ſuch be their lot, when as yet they are 
not riſen from their ſepulchres, the laſt judgment not be- 
ing yet accompliſhed? Or, ate not they in the mean time 
mere vaporous and unſubſtantial ſouls, reſiding in ſome 
place of confinement ( in guodam pu ſeu ubi?) Such ob- 
jections I have never as yet heard from any quarter, 
whence I have been led to conclude, that every one per- 
celves in himſelf that he liveth as a man after death. Who, 
that hath loved his conjugal partner, his infants and off - 
ſpring, when they are dying, or are dead, will not fay 
within himfelf (in caſe his thought be elevated above the 
ſenſual principles of the body) that they are in the hand of 
God, and that he ſhall ſce them again after his own death, 
and again be joined with them i in a life of love and joy? ; 
29. Who cannot ſee from reaſon, if he be ſo diſpoſc 
that man after death is not mere vapour, of which no idea 
can be formed but as of a blaſt of wind, or of air and 
ther, and that ſuch vapour conſtitutes or contains in it 
the human ſoul, which deſires and expects conjunction 
with its body, in order that it may enjoy the bodily ſenſes 
and the delights thereof, as before in the world ? Who 
cannot ſee, that if this was the caſe with man after death, | 
his ſtate would be more deplorable than that of fiſhes, of 
birds, and of terreſtrial animals, whoſe ſouls are not alive, 
and conſequently not in ſuch anxiety of deſire and expecta- 
tion? Suppoſing man aſter death to be ſuch a vapour, and 
thus a breath of wind, he would in this caſe either fly about 
in the uniyerſe, or, according to the traditions of ſome, be 
reſerved i ina place of confinement, or in the limbo of the 
antient fathers, until the laſt judgement : who cannot hence 
from reaſon conclude, cat they who have lived lince the 
beginning 


—_ 
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beginning of creation, which is computed to be about fix 
thouſand years, muſt be ſtill in a like anxious ſtate, am 
progreflively more anxious, inaſmuch 6 all expe&ation 
ariſing from defire cauſes anxiety, and being continued 
from time to time enereaſes it; - conſequenitly, that they 
muſt ſtill be either floating about in the univerſe, or be 
kept ſhut up in confinement, and thereby in extreme m- 
ſery; and that this muſt be the eie with Adam ahd bis 
wife, and in like manner with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, 
and all who have lived ſince that time. All this being 
ſuppoſed, true, it mult needs follow, that nothing | would 
be more deplorable than to be born 3 a man. But the 18 
verſe of this is provided of the Lord, who is Jehoyah from 
eternity, and the Creator of the univerſe, i in that the ſtate 
of man, who joineth himſelf with him by a life according 
to his precepts, becomes more bleſſed and happy after death 
than before it, and that it is more bleſſed and happy from 
this circumſtance, that man then i is ſpiritual, and the pi 
ritual man is ſenſible of and perceiveth ſpiritual delight, 
which is greatly ſuperior to UE K den ight, exceeding ita 
thouſand degrees. 

30. That angels and ſpirits are men, may appear evident 
from thoſe" ſeen by Abraham, Guideon, Daniel and the 
prophets, and eſpecially by John when he wrote the Apo- 
calypſe, and alſo by the women in the Lord's ſepulchre, 
yea, from the Lord himſelf as ſeen by the diſciples after 
his reſurrection. The reaſon of their being ſeen was, be- 
' cauſe the eyes of the ſpirits of thoſe who ſaw were opened, 
and when the eyes of the ſpirit are opened, angels appear 
in their proper form, which is human; but when the eyes 
of the ſpirit are cloſed, that is, veiled with the viſion of 
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or ſubſtantial,* and the ſpiritual or ſubſtantial man ſees 


62 Tat DziicaTts or Wisnom 
the bodily eyes which derive their all from the material 


world, then they do not appear. 


31. It is however to be obſerved, that man ao. death 
is not a natural man, but a ſpiritual man, nevertheleſs that 
he ſtill appears in all reſpects like himſelf, and fo like, that 
he knows no other but that he is ill in the natural world, 
for he hath a like body, a like countenance, like ſpeech, 
and like ſenſes, inaſmuch as he hath like affection and 
thought, or like will and underſtanding : he is indeed ac- 
tually not like, becauſe he is a ſpiritual and conſequently 
an interior man; but the difference doth not appear to 
him, becauſe he cannot compare his ſpiritual ſtate with 
his former natural ſtate, having put off the latter, and be- 
ing in the former; wherefore I have often heard ſuch ſay, 
that they know no other but that they are in the former 
world, with this only difference, that they no longer ſee 
thoſe whom they had left in that world, but that they ſee 


thoſe who have departed out of the world, or are deceaſed; 


the reaſon why they now ſee the latter, and not the former, 
is, becauſe they are no longer natural men, but ſpiritual 


the 


* The author conſtantly applies the term ſubſtantial to what is ſpiritual, 
and not to what is natural, affirming ſpiritual things to be real and ſub- 
fantial things, and natural things comparatively to be net real and not ſubs 
Pantial : this at firſt fight may appear to be a wrong and reverſed applica- 
tion of the term, inaſmuch as the natural man, judging from groſs and 
natural ideas, is always led to think that matter is more ſubſtantial than 
ſpirit, yea, that ſpirit is comparatively nat ſubſtantial; thus he imagines 
that the preſent natural world in which he lives, with the things contain- 
ed in it, is a more real and ſubſtantial world than that into which he is 
about to enter after death, Nevertheleſs, that the natural man's judge- 
ment herein is grounded in mere appearances, is manifeſt, not only from 
the teſtimony of our author in regard to the -ſubPantiality of the ſpiritual 

; world, 
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the ſpiritual or fubſtantial man, us the natural or 
material man fees the natural or material man, but 
not vice verſa, by reaſon of the difference between 
what is ſubſtantial and what is material, which is like 
the difference between what is prior and what is poſe 
terior 3 and what is prior, as being in itſelf purer, cannot 


appear to what is poſterior, which in itſelf is groſſer, nor 


can what is poſterior, as being gtoſſer, appear to what 
is prior, which in itſelf is purer, conſequently an angel 
cannot appear to a man of this world, nor a man of this 
world to an angel. The reaſon why man after death is a 
ſpiritual or ſubſtantial man, is, becauſe this ſpiritual or 
ſubſtantial man lay concealed inwardly in the natural or 
material man, which natural or material man was to it as 
a covering, or as a ſkin about to be caſt off, and when 
the covering or ſkin is caſt off, the ſpiritual or ſubſtantial 
man comes forth, that is, the purer, interior, and more 


perfect man. That the ſpiritual man is ſtill a perfect man, 


notwithſtanding his being inviſible to the natural man, is 
manifeſt from the Lord's being ſeen by the apoftles after 
his reſurrection, in that he appeared and preſently did not 
appear, and yet he was a man like to himſelf when ſeen 
and not ſeen ; it is ſaid alſo, that when they ſa him, their 
eyes were open. 
32. II. THAT IN THISCASE A MALE 18 AMALE AND A 
FEMALE A FEMALE, Inaſmuch as man liveth as a manafter 
world, and of all things appertaining tharets, but allo from the experience 
of others in the regeneration, whoſe defires and thoughts have been in 


any degree elevated above nature: all ſuch have an inward perception, and 


this proportioned to their degree of elevation, that mere natural things, as 


being temporal, are comparatively not real or ſubſtantial, and that reality 


and ſubftantiakity therefore can with propriety be predicated only of things 


- 
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the bodily eyes which derive their all from the material 
world, then they do not appear. | | 
31. It is however to be obſerved, that man after death 
is not a natural man, but a ſpiritual man, nevertheleſs that 
he till appears in all reſpects like himſelf, and ſo like, that 
he knows no other but that he is ſtill in the natural world, 
for he hath a like body, a like countenance, like ſpeech, 
and like ſenſes, inaſmuch as he hath like affection and 
thought, or like will and underſtanding : he is indeed ac- 
tually not like, becauſe he is a ſpiritual and conſequently 
an interior man; but the difference doth not appear to 
him, becauſe he cannot compare his ſpiritual ſtate with 
his former natural ſtate, having put off the latter, and be- 
ing in the former; wherefore I have often heard ſuch ſay, 
that they know no other but that they are in the former 
world, with this only difference, that they no longer ſee 
thoſe whom they had left in that world, but that they ſee 
thoſe who have departed out of the world, or are deceaſed; 
the reaſon why they now ſee the latter, and not the former, 
is, becauſe they are no longer natural men, but ſpiritual 
or ſubſtantial,* and the ſpiritual or ſubſtantial man ſees 
the 


„ The author conſtantly applies the term ſebantial to what is ſpiritual, 
and not to what is natural, affirming ſpiritual things to be real and ſub- 
fantial things, and natural things comparatively to be net real and not ſubs 
Pantial : this at firſt fight may appear to be a wrong and reverſed applica- 
tion of the term, inaſmuch as the natural man, judging from groſs and 
natural ideas, is always led to think that matter is more ſubſtantial than 
ſpirit, yea, that ſpirit is comparatively not ſubſtantial ; thus he imagines 
that the preſent natural world in which he lives, with the things contain- 
ed in it, is a more real and ſubſtantial world than that into which he is 
about to enter after death. Nevertheleſs, that the natural man's judge- 
ment herein is grounded in mere appearances, is manifeſt, not only from 
the teſtimony of our author in regard to the  ſubftantiality of the ſpiritual 
| world, 
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the fpiritual or ſubſtantial man, as" the natural or 
material man ſees the natural or material man, but 
not vice verſa, by reaſon of the difference between 
what is ſubſtantial and what is material, which is like 
the difference between what is prior and what is poſ- 
terior 3 and what is prior, as being in itſelf purer, cannot 


appear to what is poſterior, which in itſelf is groſſer, nor 


can what is poſterior, as being gtoſſer, appear to what 
is prior, which in itſelf is purer, conſequently an angel 
cannot appear to a man of this world, nor a man of this 
world to an angel. The reaſon why man after death is a 
ſpiritual or ſubſtantial man, is, becauſe this ſpiritual or 
ſubſtantial man lay concealed inwardly in the natural or 
material man, which natural or material man was to it as 
a covering, or as a ſkin about to be caſt off, and when 
the covering or ſkin is caſt off, the ſpiritual or ſubſtantial 
man comes forth, that is, the purer, interior, and more 
perfect man. That the ſpiritual man is ſtill a perfect man, 
notwithſtanding his being inviſible to the natural man, is 
manifeſt from the Lord's being ſeen by the apoſtles after 
his reſurrection, in that he appeared and preſently did not 
appear, and yet he was a man like to himſelf when ſeen 
and not ſeen ; it is ſaid alſo, that when they ſaw him, their 
eyes were open. 
32. II. THAT IN THISCASE A MALE Is A MALE AND A 
FEMALE A FEMALE. Inaſmuchas man liveth as a man after 
world, and of all things appertaining thereto, but alſo from the experience 
of others in the regeneration, whoſe defires and thoughts have been in 
any degree elevated above nature: all ſuch have an inward perception, and 
this proportioned to their degree of elevation, that mere natural things, as 
being temporal, are comparatively not rea/ or ſubſtantial, and that reality 


and ſubftantiakity therefore can with propriety be predicated only of things 


| A4 death, 


. 
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death, nd man is gle and len: dei and hep igh diſtindtiog/* 
between the male principle and the female principle, and 


ſuch a diſtinction, that the one cannot be changed into 
che other, it follows, that after death the male liyeth 2 
male, and the female a ſemale, each a ſpiritual man. It 


is ſaid, that the male principle cannot be changed into 
the female principle, nor the female into che male, and 
chat therefore after death the male is a male, and the 
ſemale a female; but whereas it is not known in what 
the maſculine principle eſſentially conſiſts, and in what the 
ſemale principle, therefore it may be expedient-briefly to 


explain it: the eſſential diſtinction between the two prin- 


ciples is this, in the maſculine prineiple love is inmoſt, 
and its covering is wiſdom, or, what is the fame thing, the 
maſculine principle is love covered ( ot veiled) with wiſ⸗ 
dom; whereas in the female principle the wiſdom of the 


male is inmoſt, and its covering is the love thence derived; 


but this latter love is female (or ſeminine) love, and is 
given of the lord to the wife by the wiſdom of the huſband, 


whereas the former Love i is male (or maſculine) love, which 


is the love of growing wet and is n the Lord 
to 


bb word here ee doing e 
man, or the human race, under a general idea, including both male and 
female, as indeed the Engliſh term man is frequently uſed to do: howbeity 

in Engliſh we uſe the ſame term alſo diſtinctively, to denote only the male 

of the human ſpecies, as when we ſpeak of man and woman in the way 
of diſtinction; whereas, in the original, when the male js contraſted with 
the female, the author conſtantly uſes the term wir, which latter term 
cannct be rendered into Engliſh by any other word than map : the reader 
is cautioned to attend to this circumſtance, to prevent a confuſion of ideas. 
+ By growing wiſe, or attaining wiſdom, according to our author, is not 
meant a mere progreſs in ſcience, or what is commonly called knowledge 

" nnd erydition, for be news abundantly in his inſtructive writings, ou 
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* The word S ELA M, ſignifies ROCK. Denter. 32 4. Some of the learned ſay that the word SELAH, is for the metre of the Verſes 
others ſay it is a guide to the Chief Muſicien or Singer for the different MODES or TUNE9$ in which the Pſalms were ſet either. 
by DAVID or ASAPH. But that word _—_— doubt, as well as HIGGATION, (and other Hebrew words made uſe of in the Pſalms) | 
| has a ſpiritual ſenſe» vize at the end of the 16'Þ verſe of the 9 Pſalm: are theſe words HI GA! 2 SELAH. which, according 
to the Engliſh Concordance in the Bible Verfion is explained in rs 16 verſe of the th pr 5 "my Strength (or ROCK, SE- 


-LAH) and my Redeemer” (ui oA.) 0 
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to the huſband according to the xeFeption- of wiſdom; 
from this circumſtance it is, that the male is the wiſdom 
of loye, and that the female is the love af that wiſdom; 
wherefore from creation there is implanted in each a love 
of conjunction ſo as to become one; but on this Gubyedt 
more will be ſaid in the following pages. That the female 
principle is derived from the male, or that the woman was 
taken out of the man, is manifeſt from theſe words in Ge- 
neſis, Fehovah God took out one of the man's ribs, and 
* cloſed up the fleſh in the place thereof, and he builded the 
« rib, which he had taken out of the man, into a woman; 
* ang he brought her to the man; and the man ſaid, this is 
« bone of ,my bene, and fleſh of my fleſh, bence ſhe ſhall be 
e called Eve, becauſe ſhe was taken out of man,” Chapter ii. 
21, 22, 233 what is ſignified by rib, and what by fleſh, 
will be ſhown elſewbere. 

33. From this primitive formation it follows, an 
birth the character of the male is intellectual, and that the 
female character partakes more af the will- principle, or, 
what amounts to the ſame, that the male is born to the 
affection of knowing, of underſtanding, and of growing 


may excel in ſuch attainments, and yet be very far from <vi/dom, or be- 
_ ing wiſe : but to grow wiſe, according to the ſenſe in which our author 
uſes the expreſſſon, is to apply ſcience, knowledge, and erudition, to the 
x58%lation of the life, and the advancement. thereof in the purities of hea- 
venly love and charity ; or, in other words, to grow wiſe is to become 
pure and perfect in the love of God and of our neighboyr, by living and 
„King conformably to the dictates of heavenly truth in the underſtanding: 
the love of thus growing wiſe, be obſerves, conſtitutes the proper diſtin- 
,guilhjng chargcteriſtic of man, or the human kind in general, as inclu- 
ding bath male and female; and whea the loye is within, and the wiſdom 
thereof without, it conſtitutes properly the male character; but when the 
"wiſdom i is within, and the love thereof withou!, it conſtitutes properly the 
b r 


1 wiſe, 
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wiſe, whereas the female is born to the love of cd 
ing herſelf with that affection in the male. And inaſmuch 
as the interiors form the exteriors to their likeneſs, and 
the male (or maſculine) form-is a form of intellect, and 
the female (or feminine) form is a form of the love f 
that intellect, it is from this ground that the male and fe- 
male differ as to the features of the face, the tone of the 
voice, and the other parts of the body, the male partaking 
of harder features, a harſher tone of voice, and a ſtronger 
body, moreover of a bearded chin, and in general of a 
form leſs beautiful than that of the female; they differ alſo 
in their geſtures and manners; in a word, they are not 
exactly ſimilar in a ſingle refpeR, but ſtill, in every par- 
ticular appertaining to each, -there is a principle tending 
to conjunction; yea, the male principle, in the male, is 
male in every part of his body, even the moſt minute, and 
alſo in every idea of thought, and in every ſpark of his af- 
fection; the ſame is true of the female principle in the fe- 
male; and ſince of conſequence the one cannot be changed 
into the other, it follows, that after death the male is male, 
and the female is female, _ | 
34. III. That every one's proper love remaineth with 
him aſter death. Man knoweth that there is ſuch a thing 
ag. love, but he doth not know what love is; he knoweth 
that there is ſuch a thing as love from common diſcourſe, 
as when it is ſaid, that ſuch an one loveth me, that a king 
loveth his ſubjects, and that ſubjects love their king, that | 
an huſband loveth his wife, and that a mother loveth her 
children, and vice verſa z alſo when it is ſaid of ſuch and 
fuch perſons, that they love their country, their fellow- 
citizens, and their neighbour ; in like manner of things 
| abſtracted from perſons, as when it is faid that a man lo- 
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veth this or that thing · But although the term love be thus 
vniverſally applied in converſation, ſtill. there is ſcarce any 

one who knoweth what love is; even whilſt he is medi- 
tating on the ſubject, inaſmuch as he is not able on ſuch 
occaſions to form to himſelf any idea of thought concern- 

ing it, and thus not to fix it as preſent in the light of 
a the underſtanding, by reaſon of its not having relation 
to light but to heat, he therefore is either led to deny 
its reality, or elſe calls it merely an, influent effect 
ariſing from the ſight, -the hearing, and the converſation, 
and thus accounts for the motions to which it gives birth; 
not being at all aware, that love is his very life, not only 
the common life of his whole body, and the common life 
of all his thoughts, but allo the life of all the particulars 

thereof: this may be perceivable by a wiſe man from this 
conſideration, that if the affection of love be removed, he * 
is incapable both of thinking and of acting; for in pro- 
portion as the affection which is of love grows cold, do 
not thought, and ſpeech, and action grow cold alſo, and 
in proportion as the affection grows warm, do not they 
grow warm in the ſame degree? Love therefore is the heat 
af the life of man, or his vital heat; the heat of the blood, 
and alſo its redneſs, are from this ſource and no other; 
this is an effed of the fire of the angelie fun, which is pure - 
love. 8 
| 35+ That eyery. one bath his n 
love diſtin& from chat of another, that is, that no two men 
have altogether a like love, may appear from the infinite 
variety of human countenances, the countenance being a 
type of the love; for it is a known thing, that the coun- 
tenance is changed and varied according to the affection of 
love ; the, deſires alſo, which are of love, and alſo man's 
I 2 Joys 
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joys and ſbrrows, Are manifeſted in the ccuntenanck: 


rem this conſideration it is evide . chat Every” man 


x 3 the tune with his: fait, which | Beem after 


deathz is th form of fs love, and not ſo the exterior man 
Which liveth in this wotld; hecauſe this latter mun hach 
learned from infancy 65 conceal the defires of his lobe, 
yea, to make à pretenct aud an w are dif- 
ferent from his Own. 

46. The ground and reaſvn why every vie's proper 
1566 remains Wich Vim after death is, betauſe fove is he 
life 'of man, ab wab ſaid Ybove, n. $4, and hence it is the 
mah Hilnfelf, Man 2f6 is his bn proper thought, thus 
his 6Wh proper intelligetice and Wiſdom, bart theſe make 
dhe With his love; for man thinks from and according to 
nis fovt, ta; if ae be in freedbin,” he ſpeaks and acts ih 
like "Hidrirfer zs he thinks; from which 'coiiſiderttion it 
may appear, that Tove Is the eſſe or" Mence of the liſe öf 
man, And chat th&vght'is the exiſtere or exiſtence of his 
life chende derived ; Wherefore ſpeech ald action, which 
die lid to 'fibly From the thought, do not flöd from the 
thbuphit, but from the love frough the thought: from 
müch expeflence it hath been given to Eno, that man 
after death is not his own proper thought, but that die is 
his'own proper affection and 'Eerivative thdught, or that 
fte l. s tils Sen Þtoper love and Ybrivative intelligence; allo 
that ma a after deilh puts "off every tlg Weh Goth Het 
agfte "a his fove, Jen, Mat te Yucteltivaly puts on 
the countenande, the töte of | Voice, © tHe Teeth, "the 
geſtures, and the manners of the lobe proper to "his Ne: 
heuce it is, that the univerſal Heaven is atfahiped" in ddr 

according 
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according to all the rarivties of the 'affcthivas of the love 


of good; — 
tiohs of the love of evil. D g i S0 :lih 

en . vnn ann 
REMAITNETH, AND WITH THOSE WHO oo ro HEAVEN, 
AS 18 THE CASE WITH ALL WHO BROCQUE SPIRETUAL 
"HERE ON EAR, conjfUoksy Love ABMAINTTIE 
"The greumd and rexſon why the Love of the SR remutn. 
th with wan after teach, is, becauſe aſter death à mile 
is a made and a female a fornule, and the male principle 


min the male is erale (or maſerdine) in die whole und in 


every part chere, in like: manner the male principle 
an the fetale, und a privcipte tending to mj unctian is in 


be cee deve g eee 


that the one defires and breathes after onjunctiun wir 
the other: Love conſidered in itiulf is nothing, elſe. but a 
deſire and eonſe quent tendency to'oonjunRien, and c 
24 Love to conjunction into one; for the male man un 
_ the ſemule man * were ſo created, that rom ewe they 
may become 28 one man, or one dleſh, and when they 
become ond, ey ure then, taken together, Man in hk 


paths us a divided ur vaifiman. Now whereas the above 
unjunctive principle lies inmoſtly concealed in all und 
biagubur the parts of thc tate, and intall and-finguiar u 
parts of the >fornale, and the ſame is teuf the faculey 
and deſite to be cooined together! in dne, it follows, chunt 
the mutual and-reciprocal LOV of he ſex nn wich 
men after Yeath. 
a „ 
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238. We ſpeak diſtinctively of the Love of the ſex and 
of conjugal Love, becauſe the Love of the ſex is a thing 
different from conjugal Love; the Love of the ſex hath 


place with the natural man, but conjugal Love with the 


ſpirĩtual man; the natural man loves and deſites only 


external conjunctions, and badily pleaſures thence derived, 
whereas the ſpiritual man loves and deſires internal con- 
junction, and ſatisfactions of the ſpirit thence derived, and 
theſe ſatisfactions he perceives are granted with one wife, 
with whom he can perpetually be more and $245 4.90094 


together in one, and the more he enters into ſuch con- 


junction, he perceives his ſatisfactions aſcending in a like 
degree, and enduring to eternity; but the natural man 
hath no conſideration of any thing like this: this then is 
the. reaſon why it is ſaid, that conjugal Love after death 
mains with thoſe who ga.to heaven,” as in the caſe with. 


all thoſe who become ſpiritual here on earth. - , | 


39. V. TrzsR THINGS FULLY CONFIRMED BY. 
OCULAR DEMONSTRATION. That man liveth'as a man 
aſter death, and that in this caſe a male is a male and a 


female a female; and that every one's proper Love re- 


Love of the ſex and conjugal Love remaineth, are poſi» 
tions: which I have wiſhed hitherto 'to confirm by ſuch 


arguments as reſpet the underſtanding and are called 


rational; but whereas man from his infancy, in conſes 
quence of what hath been.taught him by his parents and 
maſters, and afterwards by the learned and the clergy, hath 
been induced to believe, that he ſhall not live as a-man 
after death until the day of the laſt judgement, which day 
hath now been expected for ſix thouſand years; and where - 
as ſeveral bave regarded this article of faith as one of thoſe 

| tenets, 


5 


* 


9 
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| tenets, which ought to be believed but not intelleQually 


. conceived, it was therefore neceſſary that the above poli- 


tions ſhould be confirmed alſo by ocular evidence, other- 
wiſe man, who believes only the ſenſes, in conſequence I 
the faith previouſly implanted would object thus, © If men 


s lived.as men after death, I ſhould certainly fob and bens 
& them; who hath ever deſcended from heaven, or. aſ- 
& cended out of hell · to give ſuch information? In reply 
to ſuch objections it is to be obſerved, that it never was 


poſſible, nor. can be, that any angel of heaven ſhould de- 

ſcend, or any ſpirit of hell aſcend, and ſpeak with men, 
except with thoſe who have the interiors of the mind or 
ſpirit opened by the Lord; and this opening of the inte- 


riors cannot de fully effected except with thoſe, who have 


been prepared of the Lord to receive the things which are 
of ſpiritual wiſdom ; on which accounts it hath pleaſed the 
Lord to prepare me, and to open the interiors of my 
mind, to the intent that the ſtate of heaven and hell, 
and the ſtate of the life of men after death; might be no 
longer unknown, and ignorance fall aſleep to the know- 
ledge, till at length denial became its grave. Neverthe- 
leſs, ocular proofs and documents on the ſubjects above- 
mentioned, by reaſon of their copiouſneſs, cannot here be 
adduced, but have been already adduced in the treatiſe an 


Hzaven AND HTL; and afterwards in a tract entitled 


Tux ConTINUATION RESPECTING THE SPIRITUAL 


Wonrp; and beſides theſe in the ArocaLyPss R- 


"YEALED 3 but eſpecially, in regard to the preſent ſubject 
of marriages, in the MeMoranis RELATIONS which 


are annexed to the ſeyeral paragraphis or chapters of this 


work. 
4 . 


40. VI. 
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40. VI. ConzgyentLy THAT THERE ape Mast 


4 IN HEAVEN... 'This politiqn f having , been now 
confirmed by realop, atid at the fame time by experience, 
Kands i in need of no further demonſtration. | Nen 

41. VII. Tzar $PIRITYAL XUPTJALS ARE, T To BY 
4 bÞ 4 BY THE Lon s WORDS, THAT AFTER 
THE RESURRECTION ,THEY NEITHER MARRY, NOR 
ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, In the Evangeliſte are 


words, © © Certain of the Phariſees, who ens is ur 8 | 


ferredtiong afeed Fals ſaying, Maſter, Maſes wrote, 
man die, having 10 children, At brother tabe big 
and raiſe up feed unto his brother, Now there were wi 
us [even brethren, and the Joſh when Be had married a =D 
decegſed, and having no iſſue tft bis wife unto his brathet ; 
likewiſe. the ſecond alſo and the third unto the ſeventh ; tft 
of all the weman died 4% ; therefore in the refurrettion whoſe 
wife ſhall ſhe be of tbe ſeven ? But Yeſus anfuvering anfivering ſaid unto 
them, the ſons of this age marry and are givin.) in Marriage, 
but 2 who ſhall be accounted worthy to attain another age, 
and reſutrei on from the dead, ſhall neither marry nor be 
given in marriage, neither can they die any morg, for they 
are like unto the angels, and are the ſons of God, being ent 
of the reſurrettion. But that the dead riſe again, even Moſes 
'ſhewed at the buſh, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abra- 

bam, and the God of Iſaac, and the God Jacob; for be 
not a God of the dead but of the Troing ; for all five ut 
Tim,” Luke XX, 27 to 38. Matt. xxii. 22 to 31. Mark 
Xil. 13 to 27. There are two things which the Lord 
taught by theſe words, firſt, that man riſeth again er 
death, and ſecondly, that in heaven they are RAT Siren in 
marriage. That man riſeth again "after death, he taught 
Eee words, that God is not the God of the dead, Tur of 
| ' the 


. 
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dhe king, and that Abraham, Tſaac and. Jacob are alive; 
he taught the ſame alſo in the parable concerning the rich 
man in hell and Lazarus in heaven, Luke xvi, 22 to 31. 


Secondly, that in heaven they are not given-in marriage, 5 
he taught by theſe words, © They who ſhall be account- 


Wh, Sar AG. neither marry nor are 
4 given in marriage: That no other nuptials are here 
meant but ſpiritual nuptials, is very evident from the words 
which; immediately follow, that neither can they die any 
more, becauſe they are like unto the angels, and are the 

ſons of God, being ſons of the: reſurrection; by ſpiritual 
nuptials is meant conjunction with the Lord, and this is 
effected on earth, and when it is effected on earth, it is alſo 
effected in the heavens, wherefore in the heavens there is 
no repetition of nuptials, nor are they again given in mar- 
riage: This is alſo meant by theſe words, (The ſons. of 
« this age marry and are given in marriage, but they who 
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4 marry nor are given in marriage: Theſe latter are alſo 
called by the Lord ſons of nuptials, Matt. ix. 15. Mark 
ii. 19, and on this occaſion angels, ſons of God, and ſons 
of the reſutrection. That to celebrate nuptials ſignifies 
to be joined with the Lord, and that to enter into nuptials 
is to be received into heaven by the Lord, is maniſeſt from 
the following paſſages. The kingdom of heaven is like 
« unto a man a ling, who made a marriage for his ſon, and 
« ſent out ſervants and invited to the marriage,” · Matt. 


xxii. 1 to 14. © The kingdom of heaven is like unto ten ir- 


« gins, who went forth to meet the bridegroom, of which froe 
« being prepared entered in to the marriage,” Matt. xxv. 1, 
and the following verſes ; that the Lord here meant him- 


ſelf, is evident from verſe ene « watch ye, 
K |  *hecauſe 
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« becauſe ye know not the day and hour in which the ſon af 


& man is about to come. Alſo from the Revelations, “ h 


4 time of the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife 


&« hath made herſelf ready: Bleſſed are they who are called 

&« to the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb,” xix. 7. 9. That. 

there is a ſpiritual meaning in all and fingular things which 

the Lord ſpake, hath been fully ſhown in the DocrRIxR 

OF THE NEw JERUSALEM CONCERNING THE SACRED 

SCRIPTURE, publiſhed at Amſterdam in the year 5” 
SS 6 # #, + ** 

42. 10 the above I ſhall ſubjoin two MaMokABLE 
RELATIONS RESPECTING THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. 
The firſt is as follows: One morning I was looking up- 
wards into heaven, and I ſaw over me three expanſes one 
above another; and I ſaw that the firſt expanſe, which 


was neareſt, opened, and preſently the ſecond which was 


ſuperior to it, and laſtly the third which was higheſt ; 
and by virtue of illuſtration + thence, I perceived, that 
| above 


* We are well aware, notwithſtanding what is here urged by our Author 
concerning the true ſenſe and meaning of our Lord's words, reſpecting Mar- 
riages in Heaven, that the natural man will ſtill perſiſt in his. natural 
ideas, and contend for a merely natural or literal underſtanding of the 
words : With ſuch we ſhall not enter into diſpute, becauſe it is not probable 
that truth would appear more manifeſt, when viewed through the Duf 
which contention and controverſy are but too apt to excite : We ſhould be 
glad however, in all charity and gocd-will, to ſuggeſt to the conſideration of 
ſuch the true ſigniſication and import, both natural, rational, and ſpiritual, 
of the term Marriage, as uſed in holy ſcripture, and what it is which pro- 
perly conſtitutes a Marriage in the juſt and full ſenſe of the word, being 
well perſuaded that the more interiorly the meaning of this term is exami- 
ned, the more clearly and diſtinctly it will be ſeen, that our Author's inter- 
pretation of the above words of our Lord is juſt and true, 

+ It may be expedient to obſerve, that the term Illuſtration is always 
uſed by our Author in a diſtin ſenſe from 1/lumination, By Illuſtration he 

means 


\ 
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above the firſt expanſe were the angels who com- 
poſe the firſt or ultimate heaven; and above the ſecond 
expanſe were the angels who compoſe the ſecond or mid- 
dle heaven; and above the third expanſe were the angels 
who compoſe the third or higheſt heaven. I wondered at 
firſt what all this was and what it meant; and preſently 
there was heard from heaven a voice as of a trumpet, 
ſaying, we have perceived, and now ſee,* that thou art 
meditating concerning Conjugal Love; and we are aware, 


that no one on earth as yet knoweth what true Conjugal 


Love is in its origin, and in its eſſence, and yet it is of 
importance that it ſhould be known; wherefore it hath 
pleaſed the Lord to open the heavens to thee, in order that 
illuſtrating light and conſequent perception may flow into 

the interiors of thy mind: with us in the heavens, eſpeci- 
| ally in the third heaven, our cceleſtial delights are derived 
principally from Conjugal Love; wherefore, in conſe- 
quence of leave granted us, we will.let down to thee a 
conjugal pair for thy inſpection and obſervation: and lo! 
inſtantly there appeared a chariot deſcending from the 
higheſt or third heaven, in which was ſeen one angel; 
but as it approached, there were ſeen therein two: the 
chariot at a diſtance glittered before my eyes like a dia- 


means what affects the external man or mind in reſpeRt to intellectual per- 


ception, whereas by I/lumination he means what affects the internal man 


or mind : Thus the light of the divine truth, flowing immediately into the 
internal man, cauſes Illumination, and the ſame light, deſcending into the 
external man, and there viewed rationally or naturally, cauſes Ilafration. 

2 What was ſaid in the note juſt above concerning Illumination and 
Illuftration, will ſerve to point out the diſtinction here made between per- 
ceiving and ſeeing : To perceive, according to the ſenſe in which our Au · 


thor uſes the expreſſion, is to ſee more interiorly, or in the interior man; 


whereas to ſee is to perceive more exteriorly, or in the exterior man. 
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mond, and to it were harneſſed young horſes white as. 
ſnow; and they that fat in the chariot held in their hands 

' two turtle doves, and called out to me, ſaying, wilt thou, 
that we come nearer to thee? But in this caſe take heed, 
left the glitter, which is from our heaven whence we have 
deſcended, and is of a flaming quality, penetrate too in- 
teriorly, by the influx of which the ſuperior ideas of. thy 
underſtanding, which are in themſelves cceleſtial, may 
indeed be illuſtrated, but theſe ideas are ineffable lin the 
world wherein thou dwelleſt ; wherefore what thou art 
about to hear, receive rationally, and thereby expreſs and 
explain it ſo that it may be underſtood: and I replied, I 
will obſerve your caution; come nearer: ſo they came 
nearer, and lo! it was an huſband and his wife; and they 
ſaid, we are a conjugal pair; we have lived bleſſed in hea« 
ven fince the firſt age of the world, which is called by 
you the golden age, and during that time in the ſame per- 
petual flower of youth, in which thou now ſeeſt us at this 
day. I viewed each attentively, becauſe I perceived that 
they repreſented Conjugal Love in its life and in its adorn- 
ing, in its life in their faces, and in its adorning in their 
raiment ; for all the angels are affections of love in a hu- 
man form ; ; the ruling affection itſelf ſhines forth from 
their faces, and from the affection, and according to it, 
the kind and quality of their raiment is derived and deter- 
_ mined; wherefore it is ſaid in heaven, that every one is 
cloathed by his own proper affection. The huſband ap- 
peared of a middle age between manhood and youth ; from 
his eyes darted forth ſparkling light derived from the wiſe 
dom of love, by virtue of which light his face was radiant 
from its inmoſt ground, and in conſequence of ſuch radi- 
ance the ſkin had a kind of refulgence in the outermoſt 
ſurface, 


* 
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ſurface, whereby his whole face was one reſplendent come- 
lineſs: he was clad in an upper robe which reached down 
to his feet, and underneath it in a veſture of blue, girded 
about with a golden girdle, upon which were three preci- 
ous ſtones, - two ſapphires on the fides, and a carbuncle in 
the midſt; his ſtockings were of bright ſhining linen, with 
threads of ſilyer interwoven, and his ſhoes were of velvet: 
Such was the repreſentative form of Conjugal Love with 
the huſband. But with the wife it was this; her face was 
ſeen by me, and it was not ſeen; it was ſeen as eſſential 
beauty, and it was not ſeen becauſe this beauty was, in- 
expreſſible; for in her face there was a ſplendour of fla- 
ming light, ſuch as the angels in the third heaven enjoy, 
and thjs light made my fight dim ; wherefore I was no- 
thing but aſtoniſhment: She obſerving this addreſſed me, 
faying, what doſt thou ſee? I replied, I ſee nothing but 
Conjugal Love and the form thereof, but I ſee and do not 
ſee: hereupon ſhe turned berſelf obliquely® from her huſ-— 
band, and then I was enabled to view her more attentive- 
ly; her eyes were bright and ſparkling by virtue of the 
light of her own particular heaven, which light, as was 
ſaid, is of a flaming quality, which it derives from the 
love of wiſdom; for in that heaven wives love their huſ- 
bands from their wiſdom and in their wiſdom, and huſ- 
bands love their wives from that love of wiſdom and in it, 
as directed towards themſelves, and thus they are united; 
| ® The reaſon of her turning herſelf obliquely from her huſband, is er- 
plained in what follows, where it is ſaid of the colours of the rubies with 
which her ſtomacher was claſped, that they varied according to her aſpect 
in regard to her huſband, and alſo according to ſuch aſpect were ſometimes 
leſs, ſometimes more glittering, in mut ua aſpect more, and in oblique aſpect 


Jeſs : Thus by turning obliquely the colours had leſs dazzle of glare, and the 
beholder was thereby enabled to view her more attentively. 


this 


— 


78 Taz DzLicnTs or WIspon | 
this was the ground and origin of her beauty, which was 


! fuch, that it would be impoſſible for any painter to imitate 


and exhibit it in its form, inaſmuch as he has ao' colours 
bright and vivid enough to exprels its luſtre, nor is it in the 

power of his art to depict ſuch beauty: Her hair was ad- 
juſted in becoming order ſo as to correſpond with her 


beauty, and in it were inſerted diadems of flowers: She | 


had a necklace of carbuncles, and from it hung a rolary 
of chryſolites ; and ſhe had bracelets of pearl: her upper 
robe was ſcarlet, and underneath it ſhe had a ſtomacher 
of purple, which was claſped in front with claſps of 
rubies: but what ſurprized me was, that the colours 
varied according to her aſpect in regard to her huſband, 
and alſo according to ſuch aſpect were ſometimes leſs, 
ſometimes more glittering, in mutual aſpect more, and in 
oblique aſpe& leſs. When I had made theſe obſervations, 
they again diſcourſed with me, and when the huſband 
ſpake, he ſpake at the ſame time as from his wife, and 
when the wife ſpake, ſhe ſpake at the ſame time as from 
her huſband, ſuch was the union of their minds from 
whence ſpeech flows; and on this occaſion I alſo heard 
the ſound (tone of voice) of Conjugal Love, that inwardly 
it was ſimultaneous and that it likewiſe proceeded from the 
| delights 

The term ſimultaneous is peculiar to our Author, and is applied by him 

to denote the exiſtence of things or principles together in ſuch an order, that 
the laſt or loweſt thing or principle may contain and be recipient of the firſt 
and higheft i Thus the ſoul, the animal ſpirit, and the body of man are 
aid to exiſt in fimultanceus order, becauſe the two former principles are 
contained in the laſt, and exiſt therein in all their fullneſs : The ſame is 
true of the three principles called end, cauſe, and effect, and alſo of will, 
underſtanding, and action, which all exiſt fmultaneouſly, that is, at once 

and tegetber in all their fullneſs in . laſt; So in the preſent caſe, the 

found 
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delights of a ſtate of peace and innocence. At length 
they ſaid, We are recalled, we mult depart; and inſtantly 
they appeared again conveyed in a chariot as before; and 
the way by which they were conveyed was a paved way 
through flowering ſhrubberies, from the beds of which 
ſprung up olive and orange-trees laden with fruit: and 
when they approached near their own heaven, they were 
met by ſeveral virgins, who welcomed and introduced 
43. After this an angel from that heaven was ſeen by 
me, holding in his hand a ſheet of paper, which he un- 
folded, ſaying, I ſee that chou art meditating on Conjugal 
Love; in this paper are contained Arcana of Wiſdom . 
reſpecting that Love, which have never as yet been diſ- 
covered in the world; they are now to be diſcovered, be- 
cauſe the diſcovery is of importance; thoſe Arcana abound 
more in our heaven than in the reſt, becauſe we are in the 
marriage of love and wiſdom ; But I-propheey, that no 
others will appropriate to themſelves that love, except 
thoſe who are received of the Lord into the New Church, 
which is the New Jeruſalem, Having faid this, the An- 
gel let down the paper unfolded, which a certain angelic 
ſpirit received from him, and laid it on a table in a certain 
cloſet, which he inſtantly locked up, and held out the 
key to me, and ſaid, Write. 

44. Tre s8£coND MEMORABLE RELATION, I once 
ſaw three ſpirits recently deceaſed, who wandered about 
in the world of ſpirits, examined whatever came in their 


ſound of Conjugal Love is ſaid to be ſimultaneous with the delights of a ſtate 
of peace and innocence, denoting that the delights of a ftate. of peace and 
innocence were inwardly in that ſound, 3 
a apt 62: | 
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way; and made enquiry concerning it; they werg All 
- amazement to find that men lived altogether as before, - 
ee e eee 
had ſeen before; for they knew that they were departed. 


out of the ſormer or natural world, and that in that word 5 


they believed that they ſhould not live as men until the 


day of the laſt judgement, when they ſhould" be grad 4 


cloathed with the fleſh and bones that had been laid in 


the tomb; wherefore, in order to remove all dau of 


their being really and truly men, they by turns viewed and 
touched themſelves and oghers, and, felt the ſurroumdias 
objects, and by a thouſand proofs confirmed themſelves, 
that they were now men as in the. former world; add ty 


this, that they ſaw each other in a brighter light, and the 


* 


ſurrounding objects in ſuperior ſplendor, and thus their 85 


viſion was more perfect. At that inſtant two angels, 


ſpirits by chance met them, and accoſted them, ſaying, 


Whence are ye? And they replied, We have departed out 


of a world, and again we live in a world, thus we have 


migrated from world to world, and this is what ſurprizes- 


us: Hereupon the three, ngyitiate ſpirits queſtioned the 


two angelic ſpirits concerning heaven; and whereas two 
of the three novitiates were youths, and there darted from 


their eyes as it were a ſparkling fire of luſt for the ſex, 
the angelic ſpirits ſaid, ꝑoſſibly ye have ſeen ſome females ? 


and they replied in the affirmative ; and inaſmuch as they 


had made enquiry reſpecting heaven, the angelic ſpirits 


gave them the following information: In heaven there is; 


all variety of magnificent and ſplendid objects, and ſuch 


things as the eye had never ſeen ; there are alſo. virgins © 


and young men, virgins of ſuch beauty, that chey may 
ve called beauties ö and young men 
of 
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of ſuẽh morality, that they may be called moralities in their 
proper form; moreover the beauties of the virgins and the 
moralities of the young men correſpond to each other, as 
forins mutually ſuited the ons to the other i hereupon the 
two novitiates aſked, © are there in heaven human forms 
« altogether ſimilar to thoſe which are in the natural 
* world?” And reply was made, they are altogether 
ſimilar, nothing is wanting in the male, and nothing in 
the female ; in a word, the male is male; and. the female, 


is female, in all the perfection of form in which they were 
created ; retire if you pleaſe, and examine with yourſelf, 


whether any thing be wanting, and whether you are not 
a complete man as before. Again, the novitiates ſaid, 
we have been told in the world from which we have depart- 
ed, that in heaven they are not given ia marriage, becauſe 
they are angels — is then in ſuch caſe the love of the ſex 
given? And the angelic ſpirits replied, your love of the ſex 
is not given in heaven, but the angelic love of the ſex, 
which is chaſte, and void of all libidinous allurement, is 
given: hereupon the novitiates obſerved, if there be given 
a love of the ſex void of allurement, what in ſuch caſe is 
the love of the ſex? And whilſt they were thinking about 
this love, they ſighed, and ſaid, oh, how dry and inſipid 
is the joy of heaven! What young man, if this be the caſe, 
can poſſibly wiſh for heaven? Is not ſuch love barren and 
void of life? To this the angelic ſpirits replied with a ſmile, 
the angelic love of the ſex, or ſuch as exiſts in heaven, 
is nevertheleſs full of inmoſt delights ; It is the moſt agre- 
able expanſion of all principles of the mind, and thence of 
all parts of the breaſt, exiſting inwardly in the. breaſt 
and ſporting therein as the heart ſporteth with the 


15 
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langs,* giving birth thereby to reſpiration, tone'of voice, 
and ſpeech; ſo that the intercourſe between the ſexes, or 
between the youths and virgins, is an intercourſe of eſſen- 
tial cceleftial ſweets, which are pure. All novitiates, 
when aſcending into heaven, are explored as to the qua- 
lity of their chaſtity, being let into the company of vir- 
gins, the beauties of heaven, who perceive from the tone 
of voice, from the ſpeech, from the face, from the eyes, 
from the geſtures, and from the exhaling ſphere, of what 
quality they are in regard to the love of the ſex, and if the 
love be unchaſte, they quit them inſtantly, and acquaint 
their fellow-angels that they have ſeen ſatyrs or priapuſles ;+ 
the new comers alſo in ſuch cafe undergo a change, and 
in the eyes of the angels appear rough and hairy, and as 
to their feet like calves, or leopards, and preſently they are 
caſt down again, leſt by their luſt they ſhould defile the 
heavenly air: On receiving this information the two no- 
vitiates again faid, according to this, there is no love of 
the ſex in heaven, for what is a chaſte love of the ſex but 
a love drained of the eſſenee of its life? And muſt not all 
intercourſe of youths and virgins, in ſuch caſe, be an in- 
tercourſe of dry inſipid joys? We are not ſtocks and 
ſtones, but perceptions and affections of life: to this the 
angelic ſpirits indignant replied, ye are altogether ignorant 
The union of the heart and lungs is much treated of and illuſtrated in 
our Author's other writings, eſpecially in his work entitled de Regno Animali: 
It is a ſubject alſo well known to anatomiſts, and allowed to conſtitute the 
very eſſential principle of bodily life and motion, inaſmuch as without ſuch 
union-there could be no reſpiration, and without reſpiration all the vital fa- 
culties are ſuſpended and preſently ceaſe to operate in the body. 4 
+ It may be expedient to inform the unlearned reader, that in ancient 
times they were called ſatyrs and priapuſſes, who were particularly addicted 
to obſcenity. | 
what 
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what a chaſte love of the ſex is and means, becauſe as yet 
ye yourſelves are not chaſte ; this love is the very eſſential 
delight of the mind and thence of the heart, and not at the 
ſame time of the fleſh beneath the heart; angelic chaſtity, 
which is common to each ſex, prevents the paſſage of that 
love beyond the cloſure of the heart, but within that clo- 
ſure and above it, the morality of a youth is delighted with 
the beauty of a virgin with the delights of a chaſte love of 
the ſex, which delights are of too interior a nature, and 
too abundantly pleaſant, to admit of any deſcription in 
words, Howbeit, the angels have this love of the ſex, 
becauſe they have Conjugal Love only, and Conjugal Love 
cannot exiſt together with unchaſte love of the ſex ; for 
love truly conjugal is chaſte love, and hath nothing com- 
mon with unchaſte love, being confined to one of the ſex, 
and ſeparate from all others, for it is a love of the ſpirit 
and thence of the body, and not a love of the body and 
. thence of the ſpirit, that is, not a love infeſting the ſpirit : 
On hearing this, the two young novitiates rejoiced, and 
ſaid, there ſtill exiſts in heaven a love of the ſex; what 
elſe is Conjugal Love? But the angelic ſpirits replied, 
think more profoundly, weigh the matter well in your 
minds, and ye will perceive, that your love of the ſex is a 
love extra-conjugal, and that Conjugal Love is quite 
another thing, the latter being diſtin& from the former, 
as wheat is from chaff, or rather as the human principle 
is from the beſtial: If you ſhould aſk the females in hea- 
ven, what is meant by love extra-conjugal, I take upon 
me to ſay their reply will be this, What is it you mean? 
What is it you ſpeak? How can ſuch a queſtion come out 
of your mouth which ſo wounds our ears? How can a love 
not created be begotten in man? If you ſhould then aſk 

L 2 them, 
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them, what is meant by love truly conjugal? I know they 
will reply, it is not the love of the ſex, but the love of 
one of the ſex, which love hath no other ground of exiſt- 
ence than this, that when a youth ſees a virgin provided 
of the Lord, and a virgin ſees a youth, they are each 
made ſenſible of a conjugal principle kindling in their 
hearts, and perceive that each is the other's, he her's, 
and ſhe his, for love meets love, and cauſeth them to know 
each other, and inſtantly conjoins their ſouls, and after- 
wards their minds, and thence enters their boſoms, and 
after marriage penetrates farther, and thus becomes love 
in its fullneſs, which grows every day into conjunction, 
till they are no longer two, but as it were one: I know 
alſo that they will be ready to affirm in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, that they are not acquainted with any other love 
of the ſex; for they urge, how can a love of the ſex be 
given, unleſs it be thus obvious (tending mutually to meet) 
and reciprocal, ſo as to breathe after eternal union, which 
conſiſts in two becoming one fleſh? To this the angelic ſpirits 
added, in heaven they are in total ignorance what whore- 
dom is, nor do they know that it exiſts, or that its exiſt- 
ence is even poſſible; the angels feel a general coldneſs all 
over the body to unchaſte or extra-conjugal love, and on 
the other hand, they feel a general warmth ariſing from 
chaſte or Conjugal Love; with the males all the nerves 
Joſe their proper tenſion at the ſight of a harlot, and re- 
cover it again at the ſight of a wife. The three noviti- 
ates, on hearing this, aſked, doth a ſimilar love exiſt be- 
tween conjugal partners in the heavens and in the earths? 
And the two angelic ſpirits replied, that it was altogether 
ſimilar; and whereas they perceived in the novitiates an 
inclination to know, whether in heaven there were ſimilar 
| dete 
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ultimate delights, they ſaid, that they were exactly ſimi- 
lar, but much more bleſſed, inaſmuch as angelic percep- 
tion and ſenſation is much more exquiſite than human 
perception and ſenſation 3 and what, added they, is the 
life of that love unleſs derived from a vein of potency ? 
When this potency faileth, muſt not the love itſelf needs 
fail and grow cold? Is not this virtue of potency the very 
meaſure, the very degree, and the very baſis of that love? 
Is it not its beginning, its firmament, and its comple- 
ment? It is an univerſal law that things primary exiſt, 
ſubſiſt, and perſiſt from things ultimate; this is true alſo 
of that love, wherefore unleſs there were ultimate delights, 
there would be no delights of Conjugal Love. The no- 
vitiates then aſked, whether from the ultimate delights of 
that love in heaven any offspring was produced, and if 
not, to what uſe did thoſe delights ſerve? The angelic 
ſpirits anſwered, that no natural offspring was produced, 
but ſpiritual offspring; and the novitiates ſaid, what is 
ſpiritual offspring? They replied, two conjugal partners, 
by ultimate delights are more and more united in the mar- 
riage of good and truth, and the marriage of good and 
truth is the marriage of love and wiſdom, and love and 
wiſdom are the offspring which is produced from that mar- 
riage; and whereas the huſband in heaven is wiſdom, and 
the wife is the love thereof, and alſo both are ſpiritual, 
therefore no other than ſpiritual offspring can be there 
conceived and born; hence it is that the angels, after de- 
lights, do not experience ſadneſs, as ſome do on earth, but 
are chearful, and this in conſequence of a continual influx 
of freſh powers ſucceeding the former, which ſerve for 
their renovation and at the ſame time illuſtration ; for all 
who come into heaven, return into their yernal youth, 

and 
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and into the powers appertaining to that age, and thus 
continue to eternity. The three novitiates, on hearing 
this, ſaid, is it not written in the word, that in heaven 
they are not given in marriage, becauſe they are angels ? 
To which the angelic ſpirits replied, look up into heaven, 
and ye will receive an anſwer : and they aſked, why they 
were to look up into heaven? They ſaid, becauſe thence 
we receive all interpretations of the word ; the word is 
altogether ſpiritual, and the angels, as being ſpiritual, will 
teach the ſpiritual underſtanding of it: and they did not 
wait long before heaven was opened over their heads, and 
two angels appeared in view, and ſaid, marriages (nuptials) 
are given in the heavens,* as in the earths, but only to 
thoſe in the heavens, who are in the marriage of good and 
truth, nor are any others angels, wherefore ſpiritual nup- 
tials, which relate to the marriage of good and truth, 
are there underſtood ; theſe have place in the earths, but 
not after departure thence, thus not in the heavens; as it 
is faid of the five fooliſh virgins, who were alſo invited to 
the nuptials, that they could not enter, becauſe they were 
not in the marriage of good and truth, for they had no oil, 
but only lamps ; by oil is underſtood good; and by lamps 
truth ; and to be given in marriage is to enter into heaven, 


The author here makes a diſtinction between nuptials and marriage, 
which deſerves well to be attended to: By nuprials he means what is external 
in reſpect to marriage, and by marriage what is internal in reſpect to nuptials : 
marriage he conſiders as having relation ſolely to the conjunction of good 
and truth, and as this conjunction can only be effected on earth, and not 
in heaven, unleſs it hath firſt had place on earth, it is from this ground 
faid, that in heaven they neither marry, nor are given in marriage: where- 
as nuptials he conſiders merely as an external expreſſion. or form of mar- 
-riage, and theſe therefore have place in heaven with thoſe, who are previ- 
_ouſly in the internal marriage of good and truth. 

where 
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where the marriage of good and of truth hath place. The 
three novitiates were made glad with this intelligence, and 
being filled with a defire of heaven, and with the hope of 
heavenly nuptials, ſaid, we will apply ourſelves with all 
diligence to the ſtudy of morality and —— | 
of life, that we may enjoy our wiſhes, 


Or THE STATE OF CONJUGAL PARTNERS AFTER 
DEATH. 


45. That there are marriages in the heavens, hath been 
ſhown juſt above; it remains now to be conſidered, whe- 
ther the conjugal covenant ratified in the world will re- 
main and be in force after death, or not; as this is not a. 
queſtion of judgment but of experience, and as experi- 
ence herein hath been granted me by conſociation with 
angels and fpirits, I ſhall here adduce it, but yet fo, 
that reaſon may conſent to and confirm it : To have this 
queſtion determined, is an objet alſo of the wiſhes and 
deſires of all married perſons; for huſbands, who have 
loved their wives, in caſe they die, are deſirous to know 
whether it be well with them, and whether they ſhall ever 
meet together again, and the ſame is true of wives in re- 
gard to their huſbands ; many conjugal pairs alſo wiſh to 
fore-know, whether they are to be ſeparated after death, 
or to live together; they who have diſagreed in their tem- 
pers, wiſh to know whether they are to be ſeparated ; and 
they who have agreed, whether they are to live together : 
information on this ſubject then being a thing much wiſh- 
ed for, we ſhall now proceed to deliver it, and this in the 
following order. I. That the hve of the ſex remaineth with 
every man after death, according to its interior quality, that 
is, ſuch as it had been in bis interior will and thought in the 

| world. 
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world, II. That the ſame is true of Conjugal Love, III. 
That two conjugal partners moſt commonly meet after death, 
#now each «ther, again afſectate, and for ſome time live to- 
gether ; this is the caſe in the firſt flate, thus whil/t they are 
in exiernals as in the world, IV. But that ſucceſſively, as 
they put off externals, and enter into their internals, they per- 
ceive what had been the quality of their Iove and inclination 
far each other, and conſequently whether they can live tage- 
ther, or not. V. That in caſe they can live together, they 
remain conjugal partners, but if they cannot live together, 
they ſeparate themſelves, ſometimes the huſband from the wife, 
and ſometimes the w.fe from the huſband, and ſometimes each 
from the other. VI. And that in this caſe there is given to + 
the huſband a ſuitable wife, and to the wife in like manner a 
ſuitable huſband. VII. That conjugal pairs enjoy ſimilar 
communications with each other as in the world, but more de- 
lightful and Bleſſed; nevertheleſs without prolification, in the place 
of which they experience ſpiritual prolification, which is that 
of love and wiſdom. VIII. That this is the caſe with thoſe 
who go to heaven, but it is otherwiſe with thoſe who go to 
bell. We proceed to an explication of theſe articles, by 
which they may be illuſtrated and confirmed. 

46. I. THAT THE LOVE OF THE SEX REMAINETH 
WITH EVERY MAN AFTER DEATH, ACCORDING TO 
ITS INTERIOR QUALITY, THAT IS, SUCH AS IT HAD 
BEEN IN HIS INTERIOR WILL AND THOUGHT IN THE 
WORLD. Every love follows man after death, becauſe it 
is the eſſe of his life; and the ruling love, which is the 
head of the reſt, remains with him to eternity, and toge- 
ther with it the ſubordinate loves; the ground and reaſon 
why they remain, is, becauſe love properly appertains to 
the ſpirit of man, and to the body by deviation from the 

| | ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, and man after death becometh a ſpirit, and thereby 
carries his love along with him ; and inaſmuch as love is 
the eſſe of man's life, it is evident, that ſuch as man's life 
hath been in the world, ſuch is his lot after death. - As to 
what concerns the love of the ſex, it is the univerſal f 
all loves, being implanted from creation in the very foul 
of man, ſrom which the eſſence of the whole man is de- 
rived, and this for the ſake of the propagation of the hu- 
man race: The ground and reaſon why this love princi- 
pally remains, is, becauſe after death a male is a male, and 
a female a female, and becauſe there is nothing in the ſou), 
in the mind, and in the body, which is not male (or maſ- 
culine) in the male, and female (or feminine) in the fe- 
male ; and theſe two principles (the male and female) are 
ſo created, that they have a continual tendency to con- 
junction, yea, to ſuch a conjunction as to become one; 
this tendency (or endeavour) is the love of the ſex, which 
precedes Conjugal Love: now whereas a conjunctive in- 
clination is inſcribed on all and every part and principle of 
the male and female, it follows, that this inclination can- 
not be obliterated and die away with the body. 

47. The ground and reaſon why the love of the ſex re- 
maineth ſuch as it was interiorly in the world, is, becauſe 
to every man there appertains an internal and an external 
[part or principle,] which two principles are alſo called 
the internal and external man, and hence there is an in- 
ternal and external will and thought ; man quits the ex- 
ternal, and retains his internal principle when he dies ; for 
externals properly appertain to his body, and internals 
properly appertain to his ſpirit; now whereas every man 

is his own proper love, and love reſides in his ſpirit, it fol- 
lows, that the love of the ſex remains with him after death, 
M ſuch 
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ſuch as it was interiorly with him; as for example, if thee 
love interiorly had been conjugal and chafte, it remains 
after death conjugal and chaſte ; but if it had been interi- 
orly ſcortatory,* it remains ſuch alſo after death. It is - 
however. to be noted, that the love of the ſex is not alike 
with one perſon as with another; its diſterences are in- 
finite ; nevertheleſs, ſuch as ic is in the fpirit of any one,, 
| ſuch alſo it remains. | 
48. II. Trar ConjuGaL Love IN LIKE MANNER: 
REMAINS SUCH AS IT HAD BEEN INTERIORLY, 
THAT Is, SUCH AS1T HAD BEEN IN MAN'S INTERIOR: 
WILL AND THOUGHT IN THE WORLD, Inaſmuch as 
the love of the ſex is one thing, and Conjugal Love an- 
other, therefore mention is made of each; and it is ſaid, 
that the latter alſo remains after death ſuch as it had been 
with man, during his abode in the world, in his internal 
man: but inaſmuch as few know the diſtinction between 
the love of the ſex and Conjugal Love, therefore, before 
we proceed further in the ſubject of this treatiſe, it may 
be expedient briefly to point out this diſtinction. The 
love of the ſex is a love direfted to ſereral and contracted 
with ſeveral of the ſex, whereas Conjugal Love is only 
directed to one, and contracted with one of the ſex ; more- 
over, love directed to ſeveral and contracted with ſeveral! 
is a natural love, for it is common to man with beaſts and* 
birds, which are natural, whereas Conjugal Love is a ſpi-- 
ritual love, and peculiar and proper to men, becauſe men- 
As we have no expreſſion in our language to denote the preciſe idea of 
the oppoſits of Conjugal Love, which is here ſigniſied in the original by the 
term Scoreatoriua we ſhall therefore take the liberty of adopting the Latin 
term to expreſs that idea, both here and in other parts of the following work; 


and the reader is requeſted to attend to this ſenſe and application of the word 
Scortatory, whenſoever it occurs in future. 
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were created, and are therefore born to become ſpiritual; 
wherefore, ſo far as man becomes ſpiritual, ſo far he puts 
Off the love of the ſex, and puts on Conjugal Love. In 
the beginning of marriage the love of the ſex appears as if 
conjoined with Conjugal Love, but in the progreſs of mar- 
riage they are ſeparated, and in this caſe, with ſuch as are 
ſpiritual, the love of the ſex is exterminated, and Conjugal | 
Love is inſinuated, but with ſuch as are natural, the con- 
trary happens. From theſe obſervations it is evident, that 
the love of the ſex, as being dire ed to and contracted 
with ſeveral, and being in itſelf natural, yea, animal, is im- 
pare and unchaſte, and as being vague and indeterminate in 
its object is ortatory; whereas the caſe is altogether other. 
wiſe with Conjugal Love. That Conjugat Love is ſpiritual, 
and properly human, will manifeſtly appear from what follows. 
47. III. ThaT Two CONJUGAL PARTNERS MOST 
COMMONLY MEET AFTER DEATH, KNIW EACH 
OTHER, AGAIN "ASSOCIATE, AND FOR SOME TIME 
" LIVE TOGETHER; THIS 18 THE CASE IN THE FIRST 
STATE, THUS WHILST THEY ARE IN EXTERNALS As 
IN THE WORLD. There are two ſtates into which a 
man enters after death, an external and an internal ſtate ; 
he comes firſt into his external ſtate, and afterwards into 
his internal ; and during the external ſtate, conjugal part- 
ners meet each other (ſuppoſing they are both deceaſed, ) 
know each other, and if they have lived together in the- 
world, aſſociate again, and for ſome time hve together; 
and when they are in this ſtate, they do not know the in- 
clination of each to the other, this being concealed in the 
internals of each : but afterwards, when they come into. 
their-internal ſtate, the inclination manifeſts itſelf, and if 
it be in mutual agreement and ſympathy, they continue 
| M 2 to 
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to live together a conjugal life, but if it be in diſagreement 
and antipathy, the bond of conjugal union is looſed. In 
caſe the man had had ſeveral wives, he ſucceſſively joins 
himſelf with them, whilſt he is in his external ſtate; but 
when he enters into his internal flate, in which he per- 
ceives the inclinations of love, and of what quality they 
are, he then either adopts one, or leaves all; for in the 
ſpiritual world, as well as in the natural world, it is not 
allowable for any Chriſtian to have more than one wife, 
inaſmuch as it infeſts and profanes religion; the caſe is 
the ſame with the woman who had had feveral huſbands 
nevertheleſs the women in this caſe do not join themſelves 
to their huſbands, they only preſent themſelves, and the 
huſbands adjoin them to themſelves. It is to be noted, 
that huſbands rarely know their wives, but that wives well 
know their huſbands ; the reaſon is, becauſe women have 
an interior perception of love, and men only an exterior. 
48. IV. Bur THAT SUCCESSIVELY, AS THEY PUT 
OFF EXTERNALS, AND ENTER INTO THEIR INTER= 
NALS, THEY PERCEIVE WHAT HAD BEEN THE QUA= 
LITY OF THEIR LOVE AND INCLINATION FOR EACH 
OTHER, AND CONSEQUENTLY WHETHER THEY CAN 
LIVE TOGETHER, OR NOT, There is no occaſion to 
explain this farther, inaſmuch as it follows of conſequence 
from what was explained in the foregoing article: ſuſſice 
it here to ſhew, how man aſter death puts off externals 
and puts on internals: Every one after death is firſt in- 
troduced into the world, which is called the world of 
ſpirits, and is in the midit between heaven and hell, and 
in that world he is prepared, for heaven if he be good, and 
for hell if he be evil: the end or deſign of this preparation 


is, that the internal and external may agree together and 
make 
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make one, and may not diſagree and make two; in the 
natural world they frequently make two, and only make 
one with thoſe who are ſincere in heart: that they make 


two, is evident from the deceitful and the cunning, eſ- 
pecially from hypocrites, flatterers, diſſemblers, and liars: 
but in .the ſpiritual world it is not thus allowable to have 
a divided mind, for whoſoever hath been wicked in in- 
ternals, muſt alſo needs be wicked in exterrals ; in like 
manner whoſoever hath been good, muſt be good in each 
principle; for every man after death becomes ſuch in qua- 
lity as he had been interiorly, and not ſuch as he had been 
exteriorly : for this end he is let alternately after his de- 
ceaſe into his external and into his internal; and every 
one, whilſt he is in his external, is wiſe, that is, is wil- 
ling to appear wiſe, even though he be wicked; but a 
wicked perſon in his internal is inſane ; he is enabled by 
thoſe viciſſitudes to ſee his inſanities, and to repent of them, 
but if he had not repented in the world, he cannot after- 
wards, for he loves his inſanities, and is willing to remain 
in them; wherefore he forces his external alſo to be in 
like manner inſane ; thus his internal and external become 
one, and when this is effected, he is prepared for hell. 
But it is otherwiſe with a good ſpirit; ſuch an one, in- 
aſmuch as in the world he had reſpect unto God, and had 
repented, was more wiſe in his internal than in his exter- 
nal; in his external alſo, by reaſon of the allurements and 
vanities of the world, he was ſometimes led aſtray, where- | 
fore his external is likewiſe reduced to agreement with his 
internal, which, as was faid, is wiſe; and when this is effected, 
he is prepared for heaven. From theſe conſiderations it may 
plainly appear, how the caſe is in regard to putting off the 
external and putting on the internal after death, | 


49. V. 
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49. V. THAT IN CASE THEY CAN LIVE TOGETHER” 
' THEY REMAIN CONJUGAL PARTNERS, BUT IF THEY 
CANNOF LIVE TOGETHER, THEY SEPERATE THEM- 
SELVES, SOMETIMES THE HUSBAND FROM THE WIFE, 
AND SOMETIMES THE WIFE FROM THE HUSBAND, 
AND SOMETIMES EACH FROM THE OTHER, The 
reaſon why ſeparations take place after death is, becauſe 
the conjunctions which are made on earth, are ſeldom 
made from any internal perception of love, but from an 
external perception which hides the internal; the exter- 
nal perception of love originates in ſuch things as regard 
the love of the world and of the body; wealth and large 
poſſeſſions are peculiarly the objects of worldly love, whilſt 
dignities and honours are thoſe of the love of the body 
beſides theſe objects, there are alſo various enticing allure- 
ments, ſuch as beauty and an external poliſh of manners, 
and ſometimes even an unchaſteneſs of character which 
lead to external conjunction;] moreover, matrimonial 
engagements are frequently contracted within the parti- 
cular diſtrict, city, or village, in which the parties were 
born, and where they inhabit, in which caſe the choice 
is confined and limited to families which are known, and 
to ſuch as are in ſimilar circumſtances in life ; hence it is, 
that matrimonial connections made in the world are for 
the moſt part external, and not at the ſame time internal; 
when yet it is the internal conjunction, or conjunction of 
ſouls, which conſtitutes a real marriage, and this con- 
junction is not perceivable, until man puts off the exter- 
nal and puts on the internal, as is the caſe after death: 
this then is the ground and reaſon why ſeparations take 
place, and afterwards new conjunctions with ſuch as are 
ſimilar and homogeneous, unleſs theſe conjunctions have 


been 
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been provided on earth, as is the caſe with thoſe who 
from an early age have loved, have wiſhed, and have aſæ- 
ed of the Lord a legitimate and lovely, connection with 


one of the ſex, chunning and abominating the impulſes of 
A look and wandering luſt, 


50. VI. THAT IN THIS CASE'THERE 18 GIVEN T6 
THE MAN A SULTABLE WIFE, AND TO THE WOMAN A 
SUITABLE HUSBAND: The reaſon is, becauſe no other 
conjugal partners can be received into heaven, fo as to 
remain there, but ſuch as have been interiorly united, or 
are capable of being united as in one, for in heaven two 
conjugal partners are not called two, but one angel z 
which is underſtood by the Lord's words, that they are no 
longer two, but one fleſh, The reaſon why no other con- 
jugal partners are received into heaven, is, becauſe no 
others can there cohabit, that is, abide together in one 
houſe, and i in one bed-chamber and bed ; for-all who ate 
ia the heavens, are aſſociated together according to affini- 
ties and relationſhips of love, and have habitations accord- 
ingly, inaſmuch as in the ſpiritual world there are not 
ſpaces, but appearances of ſpaces, and theſe appearances 
are according to the ſtates of life of the inhabitants, and 
the ſtates of life are according to the ſtates of love; where- 
fore in that world no one can dwell but in one houſe, 
which is provided for and aſſigned to him according to the 
quality of his love; if he dwells in any other, he is ſtrait- 
| enced and pained in his breaſt and breathing; aud it is 
impoſlible for two to cohabit in the ſame houſe, unleſs 
they are likeneſſes; neither can conjugal partners ſo co- 
habit, unleſs they are mutual inclinations z* if they are 

| external 
© Tt is an uniform doctrine of our Author, that every man is his own - 


inclination, or his own will, or his own love; and that therefore whether 
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external inclinations, and not internal at the ſame time, | 


the very houſe itſelf or the place itſelf ſeparates, rejects, 
and drives them away: this is the reaſon why for thioſe, 
who after preparation are introduced into heaven, there 
is provided marriage with a conſort, whoſe foul inclines 
to mutual union with the ſoul of another, ſo that they no 
longer wiſh to be two lives, but one: and this is the 
reaſon alſo, why after ſeparation there is given to the 
man a ſuitable wife, and to the woman in like manner a 
ſuitable huſband, | | 

51. VII. THAT CONJUGAL PAIRS ENJOY SIMILAR 
COMMUNICATIONS WITH EACH OTHER' As IN THE 
WORLD, BUT MORE DELIGHTFUL AND BLESSED; NEVER. 
THELESS WITHOUT PROLIFICATION, IN THE PLACE OF 
WHICH THEY EXPERIENCE SPIRITUAL PROLIFICATION 
WHICH, 18 THAT OF LOVE Ax D WisDOmh, The 
ground and reaſon why conjugal pairs enjoy ſimilar commu- 
Rications as in the world, is, becauſe after death a male is a 
male, and a female a female, and there is implanted in each 
at creation an inclination to conjunction; and this inclina- 
tion with man is the inclination of his ſpirit and taence of his 
body, wherefore after death, when man becomes a ſpirit, the 
fame mutual inclination remains, and this cannot exiſt 
without ſimilar communications; for after death man is 
man as before, neither is any thing wanting in the male, 
nor any thing in the female; as to form they are like 
themſelves, and alſo as to affections and thoughts; and 
what muſt muſt be the neceſſary conſequence, but that 
they muſt enjoy like communications? And whereas Con- 


we ſpeak of the man, or of his inclinaticn, his will, or his love, it is the 
ſame thing: From this ground it is, that he here ſpeaks of two conjugal 
partners, who mutually and inwardly love each other, as being mutual in- 
clirations ; but if they have only an external regard for each other, he then 
calls them external inclinations, 
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jugal Love is chaſte, pure, and holy, therefore iner com- 
manications are in all ſulneſs; but on this- ſubject ſee 
What was ſaid above in the MemoraBLe RELatiON,. 
No. 44. The reaſon why ſuch communications are more. 
delightful and bleſſed than in the world, is, becauſe Con- 
jugal Love, when it is the love of a ſpirit, becomes more. 
interior and pure, and thereby more perceivable , and every 
delight encreaſes according to perception, and encreaſes to 
ſuch a degree that its bleſſedneſs is diſtinguiſhable in its 
delight.“ "I 
$35. The reaſon why ad in tho . W | 
prolificatians, and that in place thereof there is experienced 
ſpiritual pcolification, which is that of love and wiſdom. 
is, becauſe with the inhabitaots of the ſpiritual world, the 
third principle, which is natural, is wanting, and this 
principle is the continent of ſpiritual principles, and ſpiri- 
tual printiples without their continent have no conſiſtence, 
like thoſe prineiples which are procreated in the natural 
world; moreover, ſpiritual principles conſidered in them- 
ſelves have relation to love and wiſdom, therefore love and 
viſdom are the births produced from marriages in the . 
heavens; Theſe are called births, becauſe Conjugal Love 
perfects an Angel, uniting bim with his conſort, ia conſe- 
quence whereof he becomes more and more a man, for, as 
was ſaid above, two conjugal partners in heaven ate not 
two but one angel; wherefore by cogjugal unition they fill 
themſelves with the human principle, which conſiſts in de- 
ting to grow wiſe, * in loving whatſoever appertains 


to. wiſdom. 


„ The Author here difiinguithes between what be calls Bleſſedneſs and 
Delight, and the diftinQion is the ſame 2s between what is internal and 
what le external: By Bleſſedneſs he uniformly means to expigſs internal De- 
light; and by Delight external Bleſſedneſs: The one relates io the inner Man, 
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53. VIII. Tear THIs 18 THE CASE WITH THOSE 
WHO o ro HEAYEN, BUT ir is OTHERWISE WITH 
THOSE WHO GO TO HELL. That after death a ſuitable 
wife is given to a huſband, and a ſuitable huſband to a 
wife, and that they enjoy delightful and blefſed commu- 
nications, but without prolification except of a ſpiri-- 
tual kind, is to be underſtood of thoſe who are received 
into heaven, and become angels; the reaſon is, becauſe 
ſuch are ſpiritual, and marriages in themſelves are ſpiri. 
tual and thence holy: But with reſpect to thoſe who go to 
hell, they are all natural, and marriages merely natural are 
not marriages, but conjunQions, which originate in unchaſte 
luſt: The nature and quality of ſuch conjunctions will be 
ſhewn.in the following pages, when we come to treat of the 
chaſte and unchaſte (principles), and further when we 
come to treat of ſcortatory Love. 

54. To what hath been above related concerning the 
ſtate of conjugal partners after death, it may be expedient 
to add the following circumſtances. I. That all thoſe con- 
jugal partners, who are merely natural, are ſeperated after 
death ; the reaſon is, becauſe the love of marriage grows 
cold with ſuch, and the love of adultery grows warm; ne- 
vertheleſs after ſeparation they ſometimes aſſociate them. 
ſelves as conjugal partners with others,. but after a ſhort 
time they recede from each other, and this in many caſes is 
done repeatedly, till at length the man is made over to ſome 
narlot, and the woman to ſome adulterer, which is e 
in an infernal priſon, concerning, which priſon ſee the 
APOCALYPSE REVEALED, n. 153. p. x. Where promiſcu. - 
ous whoredom is forbidden each party under certain pains 
and penalties. II. Conjugal partners, of which one is 
ſpiritual and the other natural, are alſo ſeparated after death, 
and to the ſpiritual is- given a ſuitable conjugal partner, 

whereas 
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whereas the natural one is tranſmitted to the reſorts of the 
laſcivious amongſt his like. III. But they, who in the 
world have lived a ſingle life, and have altogether alienated 
their minds from marriage, in caſe they be ſpiritual, re- 
main ſingle, but M natural they become whoremongers. 
It is otherwiſe with thoſe who in their ſingle ſtate have de- 
ſired marriage, and eſpecially if they have ſolicited it with- 
out ſucceſs ; for ſuch, in caſe they are ſpiritual bleſſed mar 
riages are provided, but not until they come into heaven, 
IV. They who in the world have been ſhut up in monaſ. 
teries, both men and women, at the concluſion of the mo- 
naſtic life which continues ſome time after death, are let 
looſe, and diſcharged, and enjoy the free indulgence of 
their deſires, whether they are diſpoſed to live in a married 
ſtate or not ; if they are diſpoſed to live in a married ſtate, 
this is granted them, but if otherwiſe, they are conveyed 
to thoſe who live in celibacy on the ſide of heaven ; ſuch 
however as have indulged the fires of prohibited loſt, are 
caſt down. V. The reaſon why they who live in celibacy 
are on the fide of heaven, is, becauſe the ſphere of per. 
petual celibacy infeſts the ſphere of Conjugal Love, which 


is the very eſſential ſphere: of heaven, and the reaſon why 


the ſphere of Conjugal Love is the very effential ſphere of 
heaven, is, becauſe it deſcends from the heavenly marriage 
of the Lord and the Church. 4 

| „% „ „%„ „„ „„ „„ „ . 

55. To the above I ſhall add two Mxmortanty RITA. 
T1083; the riss is this. On a time there was heard 
from heaven moſt ſweet melody, ariſing from a ſong com- 
poſed and ſung by wives and virgins in heaven ; the ſweet- 
neſs of their ſinging was as the affection of ſome kind of 
love flowing forth harmoniouſly ; heavenly ſongs are no- 
thing elſe but ſonorous affections or affections expreſſed and 
modified by ſounds, for as the thoughts are expreſſed by diſ- 
courſe, ſo the affection: * by ſongs; and from the 


meaſure and flow of the modulation, the angels perceive the 
N 2 object 
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object of the affection. There were on this occaſion many 
ſpirirs about me, and I was informed by ſome of them, that 
they heard this moſt ſweet melody, and that it was the melody 
of ſome lovely affection, the objet of which they knew 
not, wherefore they made various * ahout it, but 
in vain; ſome conjectured that the firging expreſſed the 
affeRion of a bridegroom and bride when they ſign the mar- 
riage articles; ſome that it expreſſed the affection of a 
bridegroom and bride at the ſolemnizing the nuptials ; and 
ſome that it expreſſed the primitive love of a.huſband and 
wife. But at that inſtant there appeared in the midſt of 
them an angel from heaven, and he ſaid, that they were 
ſinging the chaſte love of the ſex ; hereupon ſome of the 
by-ſtanders aſked, What is the chaſte love of the ſex? Ang 
the angel anſwered, It is the love which a man bears to- 
wards a virgin, or towards a wife, of a beautiful form and 
becoming manners, free from every idea of laſciviouſneſs, 
and the ſame love experienced by a virgin or wife towards a 
man; as he ſpake theſe words the angel vaniſhed, The ſinging 
continued, and whereas the By-ſtanders then knew the ſub- 
je& of the affection which it expreſſed, they heard it with 
much variety, every one according to the ſtate of his love ; 
they who looked upon women with a chaſte eye, heard it 
was a ſong of ſymphony and ſweetneſs; but they who looked 
upon women with- an unchaſte eye, heard it as an unhar- 
monious and forrowful ſong; and they who looked upon 
women with a diſdainful eye, heard it as a ſong diſcordant 
and grating. At that inſtant the plane, on which they 
ſtood, was ſuddenly changed into a theatre, and a voice was 
heard, Canyas THIS Love: And immediately ſpirits from 
various ſocieties preſented themſelyes, and in the midſt of 
them ſome angels in white; and theſe latter ſpake on the 
occaſion, and ſaid ** We in this ſpiritual world have enquir- 
ed into every ſpecies of love, not only into the love which 
a man has for a man, and a woman for a woman; and in- 
io the reciprocal love of a huſband and wife; hut alſo into 
the love which a man has for women, and which women 


have for man; it hath _ us to paſs through ſo. 
cieticg 


j 
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cieties and examine M, and we have never as yet found 
the common love of the ſex chaſte, except with thoſe who 
from a principle of true Conjugal Love are in continual 
potency, and theſe are in the higheſt heavens: And it hath 
alſo been given _ perceive thgguflux of this love into 
the affections of o hearts, and we have been made ſen- 
ſible that it exceeds every other love in ſweetneſs, except 
the loye of two conjugal partners whoſe hearts are one: 
but we have beſopght you to canvas this love, becauſe it is 
new. and unknown to you; and whereas it js eſſential 
pleaſantneſs, jt js called hy us in heaven heavenly ſweet- 
neſs. Then they began the capvaſs, on this occaſion they - 
ſpake firſt, who were not able to think chaſtely of mar- 
riages, and ſaid, What man when he beho!ds a beautiful 
and lovely virgin or wife, can ſo correct and purify the 
ideas of his thought from coneupiſcence, as_to' love the 
beauty, and yet have no inclination to taſte it, if it be al. 
lowable ? Who can convert concupiſcence, which is innate 
in very man, into ſuch' chaſtity, thus into ſomewhat not 
itſelf, and yet love? Can the love of the ſex, when it enters 
by the eyes into the thoughts, ſtop at the face of a woman? 
Doth it not deſcend inſtantly into the breaſt, and beyond it ? 
The angels talk idly in ſaying that this love may be chaſte, 
and yet be the ſweeteſt of all loves, and that it can only 
have place with huſbands, who are in true Conjugal Love, 
and thence in a ſupereminent degree of potency with their 
wives: Do ſuch huſbands poſſeſs any peculiar power more 
than other men, when they ſee beautiful women, of keeping 
the ideas of their thought in a ſtate of clevation, and as it 
| were of ſuſpending them, ſo that they cannot deſcend and 
proceed to what conſtitutes that love ?—The argument was 
next taken up by thoſe, who were in cold and in heat, in 
cold towards their wiyes, and in heat towards the ſex, and 
they ſaid, what is a chaſte love of the ſex? Is it not a con- 
tradition in terms to talk of ſuch a love? If chaſtity be 
predicated of the love of the ſex, is not this deftroying the 
very thing itſelf of which it is predicated? How can a 
haſte love of the ſex be the n of all loves, when 
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| chaſtity deprives it of its tree ih Ve all know where 
the ſweetneſs of that love refides ; when therefore the idea 
eovjunCtive therewith is baniſhed from the miad, where and 
| whence in ſuch caſe is the ſweetneſs ?—At that inſtant cer- 


tain ſpirits interrupted em and ſaid ; We have been in com- 
pany with the moſt beautiful females, "nd have had no luſt, 
wherefore we know what à chaſte love of the ſex is: But 
their companions who were acquainted with their laſcivious- 
neſs, replied, Ye were at thoſe times in a ſtate of loathing 
towards the ſex ariſing from impotence, and this is not a 
chafte love of the ſex, but is the ultimate of unchaſte love, 
On hearing what had been ſaid the angels indignant requeſt- 
ed, that they who ſtood on the right hand, or to the ſouth, 
might deliver their ſentiments; and they ſaid, There is a 
love of man and man to each other, and alſo of woman and 
woman to each other, and there is a love of a min to a wo- 
. man, and of a woman to man; and theſe three pairs of 
loves differ totally from each other; the love of man and man 
is as thelove of underſtanding and underſtanding, for man was 
created and conſequently born to become underſtanding ; the 
love of woman and woman is as the love of affeQtion and 
affection, of the underſtanding of men for the woman was 
created and born to become a love of the underſtanding of a 
man: Theſe loves, viz: of man and man, and of woman 
and woman, do not enter thoroughly into the boſom, but 
ſtand without, and only touch each other, thus do not inte- 
' riorly join the two parties together; wherefore alſo two men, 
by their mutual reaſonings ſometimes engage in combat toge- 
ther like two wreſtlers ; and two women, by their mutual con- 
cupicences are at war with each other like two prize fighters, 
but the love of man and woman is the love of the underſtand. 
ing and of it's affeQion, and this love enters thoroughly and 
effects conjunction, and that conjunction is that love: But 
the conjunction of minds and not of bodies at the ſame time, 
is ſpiritual love, and conſequently chaſte love ; and this love 
is only given with thoſe, who are in true Conjugal Love, 


and thence in an eminent degree of potency, becauſe ſuch by 
reaſon 


* 


reaſon of chaſtity, do 3 an influx of love from the 
body of any other woman, but of their own wives; and inaſ- 
much as they are in a ſupereminent of potency, they 
cannot do otherwilgg love the ſ at the ſame time 
hold in averſion wh er is uncha ence they are prin- 
cipled i in a chaſte love of the ſex, which conſidered in itſelf 
is interior ſpiritual friendſhip, deriving its ſweetneſs from an 
eminent degree of potency, but this chaſte ; this eminent de · 
gree of potency they poſſeſs in conſequence of a total abdi- 
cation of whoredow ; and whereas each loves his own wiſe. 
alone, the potency is chaſte + Now fince this love with ſuch 
do not partake of the fleſh but only of the ſpirit, therefore ir 
is a chaſte love, and whereas the beauty of the woman, by 
reaſon of innate inclination, enters at the ſame time into the 
mind, therefore it is a ſweet love. On bearing theſe worde, 
many of the by-ſtanders put their hands to their ears, ſaying, 
What hath been ſaid hurts our cars, and what bath: been 
ſpoken. is in us of no account; theſe ſpirits were unchaſle: | 
And then agaia was heard the fioging from heaven and ſweeter 
now than before, hut to the unchaſte it was ſo grating and 
Jifcordant, that they hurried out of the theatre and fled 
away, leaving behind them only a few who from a ground of 


wiſdom loved conjugal chaſtity, 
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Oa a certain time being in the ſpiritual world engaged in 
| converfation with angels, I was inſpired with a delightful 
propenſity of ſeeing the TzmyLs er Wisnon, which I had 
once ſeen before, and I enquired of them the way to it, they 
ſaid follow the light and thou ſhalt find it; again I aſked them, 
what am I to underſtand by following the light? they an - 
ſwered our light becomes more and more luminous as we ap- 
proach that Temple, therefore follow the light as it becomes 
brighter, for our light proceeds from the Lord as a ſun, and 
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it clearly defines, 
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hence conſidered in itſelf it is will 4 Theo, accompanied 
by two angels I walked on according to the increaſe of the 
light's brightneſs, and I aſcended by a craggy way to the ſum- 
mit of a hill which was in the ſoutheri eg ion, and there was 
a magnificent gate; the door- Keeper ig angels with me, 
opened it, and behold there appeared a portico of pals trees 
and laurels, through which we walked ; this portico went 
on circulating till it terminated in a garden, in the midſt of 
which flood the TxneLe or Wispom, Being arrived there 
1 looked around me and ſaw ſmall habitatious in ſtructure like 
unto the temple, in which were wiſe men; we drew nigh to 
one of them, and at. the entrance of it we paid our reſpe&ts 
to the maſter who ſtood: there, relating to him the cauſe of 
our coming and the manner of our arrival: and he ſaid, you 
are welcome, come in, fit ye down, and we will join in diſ- 
courſes of wiſdom. I ſaw the inſide of his ſmall habitation 
was divided ia two, and yet the two were but one; it was 
divided in two by a tranſparent partition, but it appeared as 
one from its tranſpareney, which was of the pureſt chryſtal; 
I enquired into the reaſon of it, he ſaid I am not alone but 
my wife is with me, and we are two, and yet not two but 
one fleſn. But 1 ſaid, I know you to be a wiſe man, and 
what has a wiſe manor wiſdom to do with a woman? at theſe 
words our hoſt, with a certain. indignation changed his coun- 
tenance and ſtretching forth his hand, behold from the ſmall 
habitations adjvining his own, other wiſe men came forth, 
to whom he ſaid in | a tone of raillery, this our viſitor hag 
been enquiring, what has a wiſe man or wiſdom to do with 
a woman? at this they all laughed and ſaid, what is a wiſe 
mau or wiſdom without a woman, or without love? A wife 
is * love of a wiſe man's wiſdom; but our hoſt ſaid, let us 


enter 


, 
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enter into ſome diſco om, let our converſation be 

on the ſubj-& of ca t it be engaged concerning 
the cauſe of beauty in ſex. Then they ſpoke in 
order, and the firſt affe this cauſe, to wit, that women 
were created by "= . wiſdom, and 
the affectioa of wi Ws beauty i A ſecond affigned 
this cauſe, namely ; the woman was created by the 
Lord through or by the means of man's wiſdom, becauſe ſhe 
was created out of man, and hence the form of wiſdom is 
animated by the affection of love, and by reaſon the affection 
of love is the life of it, therefore the woman is the life of 
wiſdom, but the male is wiſdom, and the life of wiſdom is 
beauty itſelf. A third aſſigned as a cauſe, that to women is 
given the perception of the delights of Conjugal Love, and 
becauſe their whole frame is the organ of that perception, it 
cannot be otherwiſe circumftanced, but that the habitation of 
the delights of Conjugal Love with its perception be beauty 
itſelf, A fourth gave this reaſon, that the Lord has taken. 
from man the beauty and elegance of life and hath tranſsfer- 
red it into the woman'; aad that for this cauſe, man without 
the reunion with his beauty and elegance, is ſtern, auſtere, 
harſh and unlovely, and he is not wiſe but for himſelf alone, 
and ſuch a one is a fool: But when the man is united with 
his beauty and elegance of life in his wire, he becomes plea- 
ſant, agreeable, lively and amiable and ſo wiſe, A fifth 
alledged this as a reaſon, that women were created beauties, 
not for the ſake of themſelves, but for the ſake of men; to 
the end that men who are hard of themſelves might molify 
their affeRions, that their minds which are auſtere might ſoft- 
en, and that their hearts cold of themſelves might wax warm, 
and ſuch is the change which takes place when they become 
| On one 
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When theſe and other like reaſons had ad the | 
wife appeared through the chryſtalize partition, and ſaid to 
ker huſband, ſpeak now if you pleaſe'; and when he ſpoke the 
life of wiſdom from the wite was perccived in his diſcourſe, 
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one fleſh with their wives 
the univerſe was created by Lord 1 
but that nothing more perfe& was create.” jo it, than m 


beautiful i in 3 and graceful in manners, for this 


for its love was within the ſound of his ſpeech ; ſo was this 


truth proved by experience. Afterwards we viewed the 
Tzurtz or Wispon and the paradifical places that were 


round about it ; from which being replete with joys we weat 
away, and paſſing through the Ow to the gate returned 
8 the road K Homes. - Tire 


- " * 
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Exp or THE THIRD SECTION, - 


* Although ſome little Faults may have eſcaped in the Trax. 


lation, this may however ſerve as a Sample of the ingfimabls ; 


Beauty of the TataTISE or Conjucal Love, and ſbews 
the Neceſſity of its early Appearance i to the Public 
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